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The great Ryder-Cheshire family week has come

and gone; or perhaps it is wrong to say that it has

gone because of the memories it left, the friendships

it produced and the renewed inspiration it

provided are certainly not passing things. They will

stay with us all for a long, long time.

The high-light of course was the presentation of

the International Variety Club's humanitarian

award jointly to Leonard and Sue. The actual

ceremony lived up to all our expectations (and I

am glad to say that hundreds of our residents,

staff and supporters were able to get to the

Festival Hall). Although embroidered by some

inevitable theatrical trappings, the real emotional

and human impact came through loud and strong.

Perhaps the greatest moment, which brought tears

to many eyes, came when the whole vast

audience rose to their feet and applauded

thunderously when our two Founders took the

stage; an entirely unrehearsed and spontaneous

gesture.

The second big occasion was the actual Family

Day at Stagenhoe when, by English standards at

least, the weather smiled on us and there was a

wonderful gathering of people from both

Foundations, at home and abroad. This was the

chance for the ”home team" to get together with

the "visitors”. I am glad to say that most of our

UK. Homes managed to be represented, many

folk coming from far away involving a considerable

and tiring effort, to be with us. I am sure that the

links formed with our overseas visitors will be firm

and lasting. We have not thought it right to try to

put this on an organized basis, but the more that

can be done voluntarily and spontaneously the

better; and in this connection I might mention

2  

that although few of us can be described as

affluent, generally speaking we are better off than

our friends in the Homes in under-developed

countries and can perhaps afford some help to

them from time to time. I know that several Homes

are already doing this — but the more the merrier!

I am sure also that the partnership we renewed

with our friends in the Ryder Foundation at this

time was most valuable. We operate largely in

different spheres of need but our overall aims,

the relief of suffering and the care of the less

fortunate among us, are the same. A little rivalry

and competition between us can do no harm and

may sometimes do some good; but it must be the

friendly rivalry of partners pulling in the same

team — and I am confident that it can and will be.

One final word. In case any of you should

wonder, while acknowledging what a splendid

week it was, whether the cost from our over—

stretched funds was justified, you will be glad to

know that nearly all the major expenditure was

covered by generous outside sponsorships

generated by enthusiastic Cheshire workers.

To the chief contributors, Barclays Bank, Grand

Metropolitan Hotels and others we can all be

very grateful.

rim/WW  
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Oracle of Oracles

”In me all human knowledge dwells;

The oracle of oracles,

Past, present, future, l reveal,

Or in oblivion's silence seal;

What I preserve can perish never,

What I forego is lost forever."

It is clear that these words written nearly two

centuries ago were not a commentary upon the

Union of the Physically impaired Against

Segregation, the development of which is recorded

in this issue. It is a pity that they seem so apt.

It is fashionable and may well be advisable to

form unions or protective societies of one kind or

another. Certainly in the UK. today it is rather rare

to find identifiable groups of people, other than

housewives, who do not conform to the custom.

There may well be a union of one-eared

hypochondriac spotted dog owners, or even

conceivably of similarly qualified dogs.

It is true however that in the society in which

we live a lone voice crying in the wilderness is

usually ineffectual. it is a fact of life that in some

fields two or more are stronger than one:

United we stand !

But stand for what?

We can endorse many of the aims of the

U.P.|.A.S., and indeed this column has done so

many times with a similar crusading fearless zeal.

We should like to wish it well. But it is nonsense

to describe institutions — all institutions — for the

physically handicapped as ’the ultimate human

scrapheaps.’ And it is a disservice to itself, and

depressingly negative if not discouragingly arrogant

to assert that the union is opposed to the building

of any further segregated institutions by the State

or by voluntary organisations. Have they never

heard of disabled people for whom life at home is

Hell, and will remain so on human grounds

whatever further physical aids are provided by a

benevolent state at the instigation of a malevolent

union? Have they never experienced the

groundswell of spontaneous affection that surges

so rewardingly on occasions like the recent family

day at Stagenhoe? Or heard of the Singapore

Declaration, and some Homes — admittedly too

few —that really are 'Places of hopeful endeavour'?

U.P.|.A.S. goes too far. It should have a care

that it does not justifiably become known indeed

as an Uppy Ass by emulating some of its larger

brethren who presume to dictate to governments,

or by meriting another line of James Montgomery's:

”There is no union here of hearts.”

The cost of

the Smile

The accounts for the Cheshire Smile for the year

ended 30th September, 1974 have recently been

published. They make interesting reading and

some of the facts are worth recording.

The total cost of printing and distributing the

4700 copies each Quarter was approx. £3600

last year compared with approx. £2900 the

previous year, showing an increase of about £700.

Unfortunately both sales and subscriptions were

down from £1405 to £1276, a total of £129.

At the same time office expenses fell by £190

from £392 to £202 (it may be of interest to know

that the total paid by way of salary was £88.

The rest of the office, secretarial and editorial work

including that of our indefatigable Honorary

Treasurer/Administrator/Business Manager

Mr W. G. Taylor, was done in a voluntary capacity).

Postage and telephone charges have of course

risen and show an increase of 80% to a total of

£178. Advertisements brought in just under £100.

It will be seen from these figures that there is a

large deficit of £2255 which is borne by The

Foundation who are looking into ways and means

of reducing this figure.

Do you want a cheaper magazine, would you

prefer a different lay—out, should it be produced at

less frequent intervals, or are you prepared to pay

more for the present style of publication .7

These are questions we must all ask ourselves.

Do please let us have your views.

A letter has been sent out to all Homes asking

for a donation towards last year's deficit, and the

support of readers in encouraging Management

Committees to give as generously as possible will

be appreciated.

The Editors are always looking for interesting

reports from Homes and articles from residents,

staff and members of Management Committees,

even though at times they be somewhat

controversial. They endeavour to print as fully as

possible whatever they receive. Please write and

let them know what it is you like and what you

don't like. If you enjoy reading The Smile pass it

on to your friends and let members of your

Support Groups have a look at it, or better still get

them to place a regular order for it. It would be

encouraging if we could double our circulation

and halve our deficit during the next twelve

months. Will you please help us to do so?

  



  

So much was given

The presentation of the Humanitarian Award to

Group Captain Leonard Cheshire and Sue Ryder

was a truly wonderful occasion and full advantage

was taken of such an opportunity by bringing

together so many representatives of the Ryder and

Cheshire Homes from so many countries, in that

never-to—be-forgotten Family Week.

So much was done, so much was given, so much

in so many ways was accomplished that it would

be virtually impossible to thank everyone

individually, but a special word of thanks must be

given to that host of wonderful young people who

acted as escorts and helped in every possible way

to make the visitors particularly from Overseas

feel ‘at home.’

Family Day at Stagenhoe on the Wednesday was

a lovely day in every respect. Following days of

cold wind and rain it dawned sunny and fine,

and so it continued.

Various reports are printed elsewhere about the

programme, but it was a day which will long be

remembered by everyone who was fortunate

enough to be present. Residents, helpers and

Support Group members and staff from practically

all the Homes in the UK. were present and were

able to meet and mingle with those from

Overseas. It was truly an International occasion

and there can be no doubt that the fellowship and

friendship which binds all who are associated with

the Ryder/Cheshire family was even further

strengthened.

Without doubt the climax came on that

memorable Friday evening when the presentation

of the Award itself was made at The Royal

Festival Hall in London.

No-one who was privileged to be present will

ever forget the deeply moving scene on that stage

with such a cheerful and colourful human

backcloth made up of so many young and older

people, many in their wheelchairs, dressed in the

national costumes of so many different countries

with the girls from Barclays Bank in their dresses

a shader pale of blue adding a further splash of

colour, and the band of the Royal Air Force behind

them playing music fitting and appropriate to

such an occasion.

The citations for the Award were read by

Dame Anna Neagle and Richard Attenborough,

and a tense atmosphere of emotion could be felt

as they in turn, recited to the packed assemblage

a brief history of the work which has brought such

tremendous benefit to suffering humanity.

That the G.C. and Sue Ryder have given so much
so freely and have sacrificed themselves so

unselfishly needed no repetition to those who

have known them. Yet even on such an occasion
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as this they refused to take the credit to themselves

and insisted that they should accept the Award

on behalf of the disabled and suffering residents

of their Homes wherever in the world they may be.

As H.R.H. Princess Margaret, looking so lovely

in a long gown of emerald velvet presented the

awards, one could feel again that ‘electric'

atmosphere, which was broken only by that

spontaneous outburst of applause which seemed

to go on and on.

How richly the award was deserved, how proud

all must have felt who were in any way

associated with such people and such work.

And so, perhaps one of the greatest occasions in

the history of the Foundation came to a close.

It would be quite impossible to recall, let alone

record the many expressions of wonderment at the

whole ceremony and procedure.

Following the departure of the G.C. and Sue

Ryder to a dinner at Grosvenor House given by

Variety International in their honour, a very happy

and homely party of residents, escorts and helpers

sat down to a colourfully laid—out meal in the

Festival Hall Restaurant over which Lady June

Onslow presided. Again judging from the reports

received this was a most memorable occasion,

and one that will be long remembered.

Perhaps here, as a mere observer, one might

mention someone, who, though not very much in

evidence in any of the proceedings, had shouldered

a large part of the responsibility for the organisation

of International Week. One who was responsible

for so many arrangements and the tying up of

loose ends, the one to whom we all turn for help

and guidance and by whom it is always so readily

given — Carmel Short, the General Secretary of

the Foundation, to whom we all owe such a deep

debt of gratitude.

REL.

 

‘DON’T PITY ME’

For me to feel the warmth on my body is for

you to see the golden sun in the clear sky.

For me to smell the fragrance is for you to see

the cavalcade of multi—coloured flowers.

For me to hear the birdsong is for you to see the

magnificent little creature attract his mate.

For me to touch the texture of your flowing

gown is for you to see your reflection in the

long mirror.

Your sighs tell me the hurt you feel.

But I imagine a multi—coloured sky, several

birds with a sweet song and you resplendent in

your gown.

Disease can take my sight but not my thought.



Friday, 18th April, 1975 at

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL, LONDON

Highlighting a tremendously successful Family

Week was the Royal Presentation by H.R.H.

the Princess Margaret of the Variety International

Humanitarian Award to Group Captain

Leonard Cheshire and his wife Sue Ryder.

At the Royal Festival Hall preparations began

early in the afternoon. The stage was bustling with

activity, with people checking microphones, lights,

seating arrangements, cues and all the last-minute

arrangements. Behind the stage the dressing rooms

were filling up, and it seemed that things would

never be ready in time for the show.

Outside in the main entrance the red carpet was

out, and the Guard of Honour was in place,

awaiting the arrival of H.R.H. Princess Margaret.

At 5.00 doors opened and the Hall began to fill up,

and promptly at 5.45 pm. the show began.

All the representatives from the Cheshire and

Sue Ryder Homes came on to the stage, together

with their escorts, and took their places. Dressed

in the colourful national costumes of their

countries and full of happiness and excitement,

they presented a magnificent symbol of the

universality of the humanitarian principles of

both Foundations.

 
Group Captain Cheshire and Sue Ryder came

on the stage next, to a spontaneous and heart-

warming ovation from the entire audience.

Following them came the President and Vice

President of Variety International, Sir William

Butlin, M.B.E., Chief Barker of the Variety Club of

Great Britain, stars Richard Attenborough and

Dame Anna Neagle, and finally H.R.H. the

Princess Margaret looking superb in a simple dark

green velvet dress.

After an amusing entertainment show with

famous comedian, singer and TV personality

Max Bygraves, and the cast of the successful

comedy ”It Ain't Half Hot Mum," Richard

Attenborough and Dame Anna Neagle spoke of

Group Captain Cheshire and Sue Ryder, detailing

the events in their lives leading up to the Award.

And finally the Award was presented by Princess

Margaret to tremendous applause from the stage

and the Hall. Both Group Captain Cheshire and

Sue Ryder spoke briefly, each expressing thanks

for the Award, and emphasising that they were

accepting on behalf of all the disabled and the

underprivileged for whom they both worked.

Princess Margaret then met and spoke to many of

the residents on the stage, before finally leaving.

The Presentation of the Award was over.

  

 

 



  

T0 LIVE AND BE FREE

I've been invited to speak to you this afternoon

as a representative of the residents. Well, I've never

really considered myself to be representative of

anyone except myself— I'm too much of an

eccentric individualist for that. But just as an MP

elected on a minority vote represents all his

constituents in Parliament, including the majority

who voted against him and who disagree

violently with his views, so in that formal sense

I may be said to be representative — at least of the

more active, purposeful elements.

Those of you who've encountered some of my

journalistic forays will know that on occasion I've

been sharply critical of the Foundation. I still am.

So anyone with hackles to rise can be prepared

for their imminent elevation. Incidentally, to

forestall any cracks about biting the hand that

feeds me, I'd like to quote an old Russian peasant

proverb, which might serve as the text for my

little sermon. It goes, ”He feeds you with a spoon

but sticks the handle in your eye."

I'm very glad that the Service Corps is

developing on such promising lines. You know,

one of the sillier pronouncements I've heard about

Cheshire Homes — and believe me I've heard some

beauties — came from someone who certainly

ought to have known better. It was, ”You don't

need special training to look after disabled

people: all you need is commonsense." Well, I

suppose it depends what you mean by "look

after," ”disabled people" and "commonsense."

The concept of Residential Social Worker is

interesting and I think shows the right approach.

In her excellent speech at the Foundation's annual

meeting last September, Mrs Hopcroft distinguished

between the specific nursing skills needed in a

hospital for acute cases and the less specific,

more humanistic range of skills needed in a

residential centre. Of course some residents do

require skilled nursing care, but the majority don't,

and I think it's quite wrong for a "nursing"

atmosphere to permeate a Home.

This brings me to the actual kind of care that is

needed by the majority of residents. The essential

thing is that it should be appropriate to the

individual. In a recent letter to me Mrs Hopcroft

spoke about my representing ”the disabled

community.” I replied rather tartly that there was

no such thing as the disabled community— there

were only disabled individuals. It follows then that

this question of care is a difficult and complex one,

requiring in those who provide it a high degree of

intelligence, sensitivity and restraint, qualities not

always in evidence. The individual resident should

receive the right amount of the right kind of care —

and no more.
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A talk given by Louis Battye of "White Windows"

at the Meeting of Service Corps in Bradford,

79th November, 7974

In her speech to the Foundation, Mrs Hopcroft

talked about cosseting, as she neatly put it.

In the cases of the old, the really sick and the

mentally retarded, cosseting is appropriate enough;

in other cases it is not. And to cosset someone who

doesn't really need it, who with the right stimulus

and encouragement could manage perfectly well

without it, serves only to increase that person’s

dependence on others, which in the long run is

nothing more than an insidious form of cruelty.

You see, I believe passionately that freedom and

independence are two of the most precious

elements in the lives of all people, disabled and

otherwise, and that they should be positively

encouraged and fostered in every possible way.

I regret to say that all too often in Cheshire Homes

we find the exact reverse. There is a common

three—letter word which in its imperative form is

seldom heard, the word ”Try l" — "Try to do it

yourself. Take your time. But try." Instead we're

more likely to hear, "Don’t try to do that, you

might hurt yourself. I'll do it." And swiftly it'll



be done. It takes a pretty determined and

tough—minded resident to resist this kind of

pressure, and so it's hardly surprising that few

resist for long. The resident will give in, sit back

and from then on wait passively for the thing to

be done for him, losing forever another tiny

remnant of his precious independence, sinking a

little further into the expected role of docile

invalid. Of course this attitude on the part of the

staff is understandable enough — it is kindly meant

and often saves valuable time in a clock—regulated

day. Nevertheless it is not genuine care; it is

overcare, and in the best interests of no one with

a spark of life remaining.

I raised this point as long ago as 1966 in my

report to the Trustees on the Tenth World

Congress of the ISRD in Wiesbaden which I

attended on behalf of the Foundation. I found the

Congress marvellously stimulating with its vibrant

insistence on the potentialities of seriously

handicapped people given the right opportunities

and sufficiently bold encouragement. In my report

l wrote, "If we have the courage to take risks, you

should have the moral courage to let us." There

was no response, indeed since then the Homes

appear to have become even more restrictive and

over-protective, in direct contradiction to the

spirit of the Wiesbaden Congress and all modern

thinking. l know that seriously handicapped people

can be a grave responsibility and that committees

and heads of Homes are naturally sensitive to the

possibility of public criticism, such as might occur

in the event of the accidental death of or severe

injury to a resident, but the fact remains that life

from which virtually all physical danger has been

eliminated is not a life worthy of intelligent

self-respecting adults. It's rather ironic that Homes

associated with the name of one of the most

fearless men of his age should apparently have in

this respect such a timid and defeatist philosophy.

Yes, defeatist. And it brings me to what I

consider to be the Foundation's too-literal

interpretation of that glib phrase about ”those for

whom the hospitals can do no more." Firstly, it

isn't necessarily true. I've known of at least two

cases where residents went into hospital for

operations which so improved their conditions

they were able to leave their Cheshire Home and

return to the world, one later acquiring a home,

a job and a car. And secondly, even in those cases

where it unfortunately is true, it certainly doesn't

necessarily mean that the victims can be

written-off by society and gently consigned to an

environment where they will be wrapped in cotton

wool for the rest of their days. There are in this

country alone tens of thousands of severely

disabled people ”for whom the hospitals can do

no more” who’re leading proud, happy, active,

independent and productive lives, positive

contributors to the community rather than

sheltered and segregated recipients.

You see, there’s a sad dimension in the

existences of Cheshire Homes' residents that is so

rare in a civilised society as to be almost unique —

the dimension of permanence. The great majority

of them know that, unless they are exceptionally

determined, lucky — or badly-behaved, they will

remain where they are until they die. Now one can

put up with almost any conditions provided one

has the hope that sooner or later they will end.

A man sent to prison for a long term has at least

the comforting knowledge that with reasonable

luck he will serve his sentence and be released.

Even those sentenced to nominal life imprisonment

know that usually after a number of years the

Home Secretary will review their cases and

perhaps order release on parole. But this doesn't

apply to us: our crimes are evidently too grave.

For the elderly whose lives are drawing to a close

this knowledge can be borne with relative

equanimity, but for the younger it is a terrible

prospect. Even if one seldom consciously thinks

about it, it's always there, gnawing away in the

depths of one’s psyche. In my opinion it is the

chief cause of the neuroses, frustration, paranoid

behaviour, petty jealousies, bitterness and apathy

which, whatever official propaganda may say to

the contrary, are all too prevalent in the Homes,

and it is something that all who work in them

should never forget. Imagine knowing that the

only thing that is ever likely to release you from

Billy Bloggs, whom you can't stand, will be death,

either his or yours!

This is a subject to shake anyone's complacency,

but it’s one that's simply got to be faced, for it

explains so much about the cracks that to any

unprejudiced observer are now so obvious in the

Cheshire Homes edifice. It also points to a number

of serious contradictions and confusions that lie

right at the heart of the Foundation's philosophy,

and I'd like to take a look at two of the most

important of them.

The first is that the Homes seem to have never

finally decided what they're for — whether they're

places to live in or to die in. The first resident,

Arthur Dykes, went to Le Court in 1948 to die,

and so did most of the few who immediately

followed him. Later, as the project developed,

there was a shift of emphasis: the Homes were to

cater particularly for "those in the younger age

groups" — i.e., those who wanted to live. We know

from New Lives for Old that this led to

disagreement between Leonard Cheshire and the

Trustees. Although the official emphasis remains

on the Homes as places where one goes to live,

every Home occasionally admits people who go in

to die — by which I don't mean they are

necessarily in the actual process of dying (though

some are), but that their condition or age is such

that it can reasonably be said that their active life

is over and that all they require is to spend what

remains for them in passivity and shelter.

 

  

 



 

  

The second is the Home's failure to distinguish

between short—term rescue and longvterm

accommodation. A person found living in grim and

lonely conditions needs immediate rescue from

them, but the place he then goes to isn't necessarily

the place where he wants to or should spend the

rest of his life, especially if he is still young and

potentially active, that is, capable of rehabilitation.

He will certainly be grateful for his rescue, but as

his health and self-respect return he may well find

his new environment claustrophobic and

frustrating and long to resume his life in the

challenge of the outside world. If he is not given

the chance to return, then as the years pass and

he feels his life inexorably ticking away he may

even regret he was ever rescued.

These two confusions mean that in practically

every Home there is an uneasy mixture of

residents: the young and the old, the active and

the passive, the merely handicapped and the

genuinely sick, the ones with plenty of remaining

potential and the ones with none, those who want

to live to the full extent of their abilities and those

who want nothing but to end their days in an

atmosphere of quietness and cosseting. When one

thinks of the often uncomfortably close quarters at

which residents, with all their widely varying needs

and interests, have to live, it's hardly surprising

that explosive tensions develop with all that

inevitably entails in terms of patent unhappiness

and sometimes barely concealed despair.

And so I come back to my earlier point about

the vital necessity of treating the disabled as

individuals. But this doesn't merely apply at the

staff-resident level — it also applies at the level of

high policy, at the level of the Foundation itself.

It shouldn’t be necessary to say that as a

customer my attitude to the whole problem of

accommodation for the disabled must be radically

different from that of you who try to supply it.

I'm rather in the position of a regular subscriber to

Which .7, anxious to discover the best buy in this

field. Twenty—five years ago there was practically

no choice — virtually the only buy was Cheshire

Homes. Today the position is different. Today there

is a choice of buys. As local authorities and other

bodies are coming forward with their own, varying

solutions to the problem, Cheshire Homes now

find themselves faced with real competition.

And as, perhaps unlike some of you, I believe

Cheshire Homes are not an end in themselves but

simply a means to an end, the question must arise

as to whether they are in fact the best buy. And I'm

not at all sure that they are.

To refer once more to Mrs Hopcroft’s speech

last September: she spoke of residents who leave

Cheshire Homes for local authority homes because

in the latter they can usually be sure of single

rooms, adding that they didn’t really want to leave,

it was simply that privacy meant so much to them.

Now the single room issue is certainly a vitally
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important one, but if she will forgive me for

saying so, I think her implication that it is the

only reason why people leave Cheshire Homes is a

little naive. There is much more to it than that.

For one thing most of these new local authority

homes are far better equipped than a lot of

Cheshire Homes and with higher standards all

round —there is of course much more money to

be spent on them. For another, paradoxical though

it may sound, many of these homes are run on far

more liberal and progressive lines than some of

their Cheshire equivalents. I know a young man

who left his Cheshire Home largely because of the

restrictions that were imposed on his personal

liberty. Able to walk a little and to drive an invalid

car, he is now allowed to come and go as he

pleases, with no limitations on matters such as

bedtimes, etc., and is consequently much happier.

Furthermore his new home is situated in an urban

area with shops, pubs and other amenities

conveniently near. He has in fact every reason to

be glad he moved.

But not only are Cheshire Homes now in direct

competition with other homes of a similar type,

they’re also in competition with quite different and

more modern kinds of accommodation. Of these

probably the most promising and exciting are the

various schemes to provide specially—designed

flats interspersed among ordinary dwellings where,

with the aid of the latest electronic gadgetry and

of statutory support services such as home nurses,

home helps and meals-on—wheels, even severely

handicapped people can now live fully independent

and socially integrated lives, free to arrange their

day-to-day routine in the way they want, rather

than have it imposed on them by others —to my

mind an infinitely preferable alternative to even

the best residential homes — which are grossly

uneconomic anyway— and one which points

unerringly to where the future lies.

Twenty-five years ago Cheshire Homes were a

great pioneering venture, well ahead of their time.

They have, however, been overtaken by events,

for since their inception there has been a

revolution in the public's attitude towards the

handicapped. As little as ten years ago the idea of

a special Government Minister for the Disabled

would have been unthinkable. Every day the

papers print news items about us, sometimes even

articles by us. For probably the first time in

history we are news. And so the sixty—four

thousand dollar question is, "How is the

Foundation going to come to terms with this

changed climate of opinion and all the social

advances that have accompanied it?

There exists the view that Cheshire Homes were

divinely inspired and are therefore eternal. Well,

whether they were divinely inspired or not l'm ‘

insufficiently theologically minded to say, but I

do know they’re not eternal. Like all other social

phenomena they are contingent and temporal —



that is they arose at a specific time as the result of

a specific set of social conditions. Those

conditions have greatly changed, and the laws of

social evolution, no less than those of biological

evolution, decree sternly: Adapt or die.

But even if official policies don't change, there's

no shadow of doubt that the Homes will, for the

simple reason that the people who go into them

will change. During the years immediately ahead

fewer and fewer of the young and active disabled

will apply for admission —they will be more

adequately catered for elsewhere, in ways We

already described. Those who do enter will be

increasingly the older, the sicker, and the less

active, physically and mentally. And so the Homes

will become, on the one hand, more like homes

for the elderly, and on the other hand, more like

full—scale hospitalised nursing homes—a long way

from the happy, vigorous, co-operative

communities that were the original dream.

The answer must surely be the abandonment of

the sterotyped comprehensive Cheshire Home and

instead a new policy of diversification — the

provision of different kinds of accommodation for

different kinds of people. There could be very small

genuine homes for no more than six young and

active people, set in urban areas and run on lines

of total democracy without any trace of

authoritarianism or paternalism; somewhat larger

homes for those who need skilled nursing care

and perhaps a little cosseting; homes for the

elderly disabled; and most important of all, special

flats and bungalows for those who insist on

maximum independence. In other words, an

attempt to give individuals what they really want,

to meet social needs that actually exist at the time

rather than those of a quarter of a century ago.

And all in the closest co-operation with other

agencies in the same field, both statutory and

independent, for the Foundation must know by

now that it can no longer go it alone.

A friend who knows a lot about the subject told

me recently that in his opinion the Cheshire

Foundation has no future. l'm rather more

optimistic, provided the lessons are learned in time.

There are after all distinctly encouraging signs, of

which conferences such as this at Bradford

is one. I believe a wind of change is at last

beginning to blow through Market Mews, though

it still has plenty of cobwebs to remove. We've

come some distance from the days when a twit

from one of the south-western Homes could

complain bitterly at an Annual Conference because

his local authority had had the infernal cheek to

open a home of its own in the same county.

Perhaps the fact that you've invited a notorious

bolshevik like me to give this address is as

encouraging a sign as any. l only hope that at

least some of the shocking things I've said may

serve, if not as a therapeutic irritant, then as a

catalyst, to help bring about changes that will

eventually benefit the people l'm supposed to be

representing today — young, active, intelligent,

purposeful people who're unfortunate enough to

be physically handicapped but who regard that as

no reason whatever why they shouldn't be allowed

to live and be free.

flfi

Alfred Morris

Minister for the Disabled,

list of achievements

In his checklist of help to the disabled over the

past year, Alf Morris includes:

* Non—contributory invalidity pensions.

* Psychiatric patients’ pocket money.

Mobility allowance.

Establishment of the research liaison group to

study research needs.

Benefits of £260 million zero rating of VAT on

aids, appliances and research into medical

eqUIpment.

Strong new guidance on housing needs.

* Awards for best buildings for the disabled.

Warnock Committee on education of

handicapped children now at work.

* Stricter enforcement of the three per cent

employment quota scheme in selected areas.

* Closer liaison with voluntary bodies and other

Government departments.

* More financial support for voluntary bodies.

Extension of the orange badge parking scheme

to cover the blind.

* Increase in the tax allowance for the blind.

Petrol allowance for drivers of Government-

supplied invalid vehicles.

Further £3 million grant to Rowntree Trust

Family Fund and the extension of its terms of

reference.

Tax relief for Thalidomide children.

Home Office circular on access to polling

stations.

* Government grant for the National Bureau for

Handicapped students.

Wide ranging and detailed consultations on the

implementation of the Chronically Sick and

Disabled Persons Act 1970.

Community Care, 7.5.75.
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‘IETTERS

TO THE

EDITOR;
Dear Sir,

As a resident of another Cheshire Home, I would

like to agree with Mr Peter Wade. He did however

make one mistake, he should have made it more

obvious that this is just the tip of the iceberg.

If it were not for fear, there would be quite a

number of residents who would make a loud

noise. No doubt you will wonder how it is possible

for a resident to be afraid. Let me give you just one

instance of what I call victimisation. Because l

made a suggestion that was not approved of,

l was left in bed until 11 am. You see I had the

audacity to question authority.

One other point, the chairman seemed so pleased

with his ‘think-in’. He might not want change, or

revolution but, surely he does not think that the

Homes are perfect? Perhaps he would care for a

‘think-in' with me.

Yours faithfully,

Name and address supplied.

Dear Sir,

In last Winter’s edition of the ’Smi/e' you said

'Someone somewhere is waiting for a letter'.

I have been wondering if some residents would

like me as a pen friend? If so, I would be able to

manage up to two such friends.

I am in my mid-405, and am a market and

contract gardener in the north of Scotland. My

ultimate aim is to try to turn myself into a crofter.

In the past I have worked for four or five years in

Cheshire Homes.

Yours sincerely,

JOHN FRASER

The Old Brewery, Tomich

Gentlemen:

I have read the article, ’Housing the

Handicapped', by Theodora Bryce, from the

Winter 1974 issue of Cheshire Smile with interest,

and request permission to reprint it in our journal.

l look forward to hearing from you soon about

the reprint possibilities, and wish you continuing

success in the publication of your fine magazine

and in your work with the disabled in England.

Sincerely,

RICHARD E. HUTTON,

Editor, Rehabilitation International,

New York

Dear Sir,

Please accept the enclosed cheque for £100

as a donation to your funds. I do not wish to have

a receipt.
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I am always interested to see the magazine and

to see how things are going. I send my

congratulations to you all on the production of the

‘Smi/e' and must say that / like to see the

controversial issues given a fair airing, it does give

everyone a great stimu/us to go on and do better.

With all best wishes,

DENNIS JARRETT, Le Court

Dear Sir,

The Cheshire Foundation for the Chronic Sick

(l deplore the term ’chronic sick') states that it

does not interfere with the running of its Homes

because it believes that each should be governed

by the local inhabitants and fit in with the

character of the locality. Are the counties of this

country like separate nations with their own

cultures and traditions? Do not the Homes of this

country welcome handicapped people from John

o'Groats to Lands End? I believe the answer to

the first question to be no, and the answer to the

second question to be yes.

If my logic is correct, then I cannot see any

reason why the Trustees should not have a far

greater say in the running of the Homes; taking

examples of the more progressive Homes and

making them into rules for the more primitive

Homes. In one Home residents start being put to

bed before 7.00 pm. and in another Home they

have a 24 hour service. I admit the staff is much

easier to obtain in some areas than in others, but

surely not sufficiently to warrant such widely

varying services.

As a mere victim of cerebral palsy I do not

profess to have the experience to find an answer.

Some Cheshire Homes have Residents'

Committees and others do not, I believe it is the

smaller homes with a high proportion of elderly

residents which probably could not run

constructive Residents' Committees.

Le Court, the oldest Cheshire Home, has a most

sophisticated Residents' Committee with official

representation on the House and Management

Committees. This does not mean that residents

have absolute power, or that they seek it, but they

have the right to question decisions made on their

behalf by able-bodied members, and to have a say

in the selection of the staff that will look after

them.

The Trustees are now in favour of residents

being involved in administration, although I wish

they could be of more influence. I now believe,

however, the London Home, 'Athol House', allows

the residents to take one or two seats on its

committee if they are prepared to accept the

challenge.

Yours, etc.,

PETER REYNOLDS, Athol House



Union of the Physically

Impaired Against

Segregation

Aims

The Union aims to have all segregated facilities

for physically impaired people replaced by

arrangements for them to participate fully in

society. These arrangements must include the

necessary financial, medical, technical, educational

and other help required from the State to enable

them to gain the maximum possible independence

in daily living activities, to achieve mobility, to

undertake productive work, and to live where and

how they choose with full control over their lives.

Summary of the Policy Statement

Britain today has the knowledge and technological

means to bring physically impaired people into

the mainstream of life. But this capacity is not used

to tackle basic human problems like those posed

by disability. 80 physically impaired people often

remain isolated and excluded by such things as

flights of stairs, inadequate public and personal

transport, unsuitable housing, rigid work routines

in factories and offices, and a lack of up-to—date

aids and equipment. They are systematically

channelled into segregated schools, workshops,

Homes, centres, hostels and clubs. All these

segregated forms of help represented progress in

times past. But since the means for integration now

undoubtedly exists, confinement to segregated

facilities is increasingly oppressive and

dehumanising.

In recent years, the struggles of disabled people

and their relatives and friends, together with

advantages in technology and medical science,

have resulted in larger number of disabled people

participating more fully in ordinary life. This has

produced a positive shift in general attitudes.

But the physically impaired remain an oppressed

group in a society based on the necessity to

compete in the labour market to earn a living.

Their low productivity normally means that any

work obtained is low-paid. And they may be cast

on the scrap-heap at any time, ending up on the

means-tested poverty line or even in a soul-

destroying institution.

Disabled people’s general position as an

oppressed group can be seen most clearly in

residential institutions, where isolation and

segregation have been carried out to extremes.

Despite the efforts of some staff and volunteers,

segregated institutions remain prison-like

scrap-heaps of this society. The Union places

great emphasis on supporting the struggles of

residents in institutions for full control over their

personal affairs and a democratic say in

management. The eventual object is to achieve a

situation where all physically impaired people have

a real opportunity to participate fully in society.

This will mean the phasing out of segregated

institutions and facilities, including special schools,

workshops and day-centres. As long as massive

resources are committed to segregated facilities,

it is not possible for the necessary arrangements

to be made for everyone to participate in normal

educational, work and leisure activities. Also, the

unnecessary survival of segregated facilities

reinforces out-of—date attitudes and prejudices

generally, and therefore holds back those

physically impaired people who do not have to

use them.

The traditional way of dealing with disabled

people has been for doctors and other experts to

decide what should be done, and to encourage

the acceptance of disability. The Union rejects

their approach. Although it recognises the need

for treatment and advice on medical matters, and

the necessity of accepting the physical

impairments, it wants to overcome the

disabilities imposed on top by the way society is

organised. Since the basic problem of disability is

exclusion from active social participation, it

follows that the efforts of experts are really

constructive only when they build on and

encourage the self-help and activity of disabled

people themselves. And this is why the Union's

main efforts will be directed towards discussion

and common action with other disabled people,

rather than in the vain attempt to solve their

problems for them.

Disabled people everywhere are already

struggling against their isolation, segregation and

other forms of oppression, both individually and

now increasingly together in groups. The Union

takes the process of coming together a stage

further. It exists to offer help to all physically

impaired people in the fight to change the

conditions of life which oppress them and to

reach their full human potential.

As resources become available, the Union will

undertake various kinds of action in support of

disabled people's struggles. It intends to help in

fighting bureaucratic delays and inefficiency, in

pressing for the provision of suitable housing, and

for ramps and lifts in public buildings, and in

improving conditions in sheltered workshops and

similar places. By careful discussion about these

practical struggles, the Union will develop

increasingly clear guide-lines for future action.

Full membership of the Union is open to

physically impaired people, who are expected to

take some part in Union affairs and will be helped

to do so if they have communication difficulties.

Democratic control rests with all full members,

with an elected Executive Committee to make

day—to-day decisions on the basis of agreed policy.
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Special-interest groups within the Union will

consider particular aspects of disability and

publish reports from time to time. An Open

Newsletter will also be published, together with

occasional leaflets.

it is fundamental to the Union's approach to

seek to work with other oppressed groups, and to

support their struggles to achieve a decent life.

Also, the Union welcomes the support and help

of able-bodied people, who may become

Associate members, but may not vote or hold

office. This provision is designed to ensure that

full members can develop their powers of

decision, organisation and action.

The Union will not register as a charity, nor

appeal for funds publicly, and it regards political

involvement as essential. lt welcomes co-operation

with other disability groups, but intends to speak

out freely and act independently when the

interests of disabled people require it.

In an expanded policy statement the Union

comments in greater detail upon institutions,

support for Residents' struggles and the need for

a Union, and these paragraphs are quoted in full:

Institutions—The Ultimate Human Scrap-heaps

The Union of the Physically Impaired believes

that the reality of their position as an oppressed

group can be seen most clearly in segregated

residential institutions, the ultimate human

scrap-heaps of this society. Thousands of people,

whose only crime is being physically impaired,

are sentenced to these prisons for life — which may

these days be a long one. For the vast majority

there is still no alternative, no appeal, no

remission of sentence for good behaviour, no

escape except the escape from life itself.

The cruelty, petty humiliation, and physical and

mental deprivation suffered in residential

institutions, where isolation and segregation have

been carried to extremes, lays bare the essentially

oppressive relations of this society with its

physically impaired members. As in most similar

places, such as special schools, there are some

staff and volunteers doing their best to help the

residents. But their efforts are systematically

overwhelmed by the basic function of segregated

institutions, which is to look after batches of

disabled people—and in the process convince

them that they cannot realistically expect to

participate fully in society and earn a good living.

This function was generally appropriate when

special residential institutions first came into being,

since in the competitive conditions of the time

many physically impaired people could not even

survive without their help. But now that it has

become increasingly possible for severely impaired

people not just to survive, but also to work and

become fully integrated, the need for segregated

institutions no longer exists in the way it did.
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They have become seriously out of step with the

changed social and technological conditions of

Britain today.

Support for Residents' Struggles

The Union of the Physically Impaired regards the

neglected issues of institutions as of crucial

importance in the field of disability. It therefore

places great emphasis on supporting the struggles

of residents in existing residential institutions for

better conditions, for full control over their

personal affairs, and for a democratic say in the

management of their Home, Centre or Unit.

The Union strongly opposes all attempts by the

authorities to impose restrictions on visiting; to

fix times for getting into and out of bed; to limit

residents’ freedom to come in and go out when

they wish; to enforce medical and nursing

opinions, or to transfer residents to other

institutions against their will.

The Union sees a need for a Charter which will

focus on basic rights often denied when people

are dependent on others for personal needs.

Disabled people living in institutions will be

offered help if they wish to organise locally in

defence of their rights. The Union will develop an

advice and mutual-help service to assist with

negotiations, formation of residents' committees,

etc. When asked, it will mobilise support and

publicity on a national basis for those involved in

particular struggles.

Alternatives Needed

The Union is opposed to the building of any

further segregated institutions by the State or by

voluntary organisations. It believes that providing

adequate services to people in their own homes is

a much better use of resources. It also calls

urgently for the provision of non-institutional

alternative housing, for example, along the lines

of the Fokus scheme in Sweden, which makes

genuine progress towards secure, integrated, and

active living for disabled people who need

extensive personal help. The Union will try to

assist anyone who seeks to move out — or stay

out— of an institution. But it fully respects the

feelings of individuals who regard institutional life

as their best solution at the present time. It

understands also that some disabled people will

disagree with our views on segregation, and it

hopes that they will organise to put forward their

arguments too.

The Need for a Union

Disabled people everywhere are already

struggling against their isolation, segregation and

other forms of oppression. Every day each of them

has to face their own individual problems. And

they are now increasingly getting together in

groups to tackle more effectively the problems

they have in common. This is shown by the vast

growth of disability organisations in the last



25 years in Britain. The Union takes this process

of coming together a stage further. It is not

restricted to one aspect of physical disability

(e.g., mobility or incomes), nor to people with one

medical diagnosis, nor to those in one locality.

The Union exists simply to offer help to all

physically impaired people in the fight to change

the conditions of life which oppress them and to

realise their full human potential.

The General Secretary of the Union of

Physically Impaired Against Segregation is

Mr P. G. Hunt, c/o Flat 2, St. Giles Court,

Dane Road, Ealing, London W.13. His telephone

number is 01 -348 5887.

The Membership Secretary is D. Jarrett,

Le Court, Liss, Hampshire.

DAY CONFEBENCES

A series of day conferences on aids for the

disabled are being held at the Disabled Living

Foundation, 346 Kensington High Street,

London W14 8N8 between now and December.

The conference titles are: “Furniture for Disabled

People," June 5th—6th; ”Hoists," September

4th—5th; "Adult Wheelchairs," October 2nd—3rd;

"Clothing and Dressing Aids," November 6th—7th;

"Aids for Personal Toilet including Bathroom

Equipment and aids for lncontinent Persons,"

December 4th—5th. Details are available from

Hilde Walker at the Foundation.

 

£20,000 lavatory entered for

Architectural Heritage award

Cirencester parish council's entry to the

European Architectural Heritage Year award

scheme is this £20,000 lavatory, built of

reconstructed Cotswold stone, with pyramid roofs

in green copper.

It incorporates vanda|~proof sanitaryware and a

facility for the disabled, both of which contributed

to the high cost.

The architects are Michell 8 Partners, who

designed the award-winning St. Clements Walk

housing scheme for Cirencester.

The lavatories, outside the walls of Cirencester

Abbey, are needed to cater for the Abbey's

increasing number of visitors.

Said Raphael Dunvant, a Gloucestershire land

owner, "They could have put up the leaning tower

of Pisa for that price.”

A conservative councillor disagreed, "We do not

intend to build further conveniences. This one, if

you like, was a flash in the pan."

From ”Public Service and Local Government

Appointments. "

 

Luxury touring for the

handicapped

So that sick and handicapped people can be

carried in comfort a specially softly-sprung

ambulance coach costing £40,000 with an

elaborate KL heating and ventilation system,

a Ratcliff hydraulic lift in one doorway, and

on-the-spot catering, medical and toilet facilities

has been donated by the Catenian Association,

a Roman Catholic organisation of businessmen,

to the Across Trust, a charity founded in 1972, to

provide the means for taking sick and handicapped

persons on holidays abroad and on pilgrimages to

Lourdes and other shrines on the Continent or in

the UK.

The 12m-long coach, called a Jumbulance, has

been fitted out partially like an ambulance so that

eight patients on stretchers and in wheelchairs

can be carried, as well as 16 seated persons.

The electro-hydraulic lift, made by John

Ratcliff (Tail Lifts) Ltd., Welwyn Garden City,

automatically unfolds its platform ready for use

and folds it back again into the travelling position

after use. The complete unit is concealed behind

twin doors. A platform extension has to be

clipped on for accommodating stretchers.

 

‘..§.x\\\\'i

The new Mercedes»Benz Jumbulance for Across Trust.

KL Automotive Products Ltd.
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The Pages Turn Again

Peggy, More House, Cheshire Home, Maidstone.

If you are a book-worm try to imagine what it

would be like, suddently to be deprived of the joy

that reading can bring. For a number of years l

have been unable to read having become totally

paralysed and unable to turn pages.

Several years ago I got down seriously to the

task of finding a suitable page turner and

eventually found one but was unable to get it

through the National Health. Some friends,

knowing I was interested, asked one day how I

was progressing with my page turner and I said

I was having no luck and thought no more about it.

Several months later, Matron approached me,

handed me several leaflets of page turners, and l

was told to choose the one I wanted. Money had

been collected by my friends, in various ways,

quite unknown to me so that I could purchase

this gift, and l was so delighted at such an

unexpected event. However, with the help of

Mr Plumbly, I chose what I thought was the most

suitable machine. Eventually it arrived but when

I tried to use it l was unable to blow hard enough.

It was returned to the makers with a suggestion

that a microswitch to be used by my mouth

might do the trick, and the machine was returned

 

   by the gentleman who had made the necessary

alteration and it worked !

Since then I have spent many happy hours with

my nose in a book and my ears closed to any

other sound. Thank you my friends, for a wonderful

gift, and thank you for the poem, which follows.

Nature dealt you a cruel blow

But she gave you power too

For you’ve brought out the best in folk

Read on you'll see it's true.

Men have worked with all their skills

In this atomic age;

They've altered this and altered that

To let you turn a page.

A group of ladies sprang to life

And started raising cash;

Running raffles, rallies, discos,

They really cut a dash.

So when you feel downhearted,

Try not to feel so blue;

Remember all this energy

Was set to work by you.

* The machine referred to is the Steeper Page

Turner, supplied by Hugh Steeper (Roehampton)

Ltd., 237-239 Roehampton Lane, London

SW15 4LB. The price is £96-80.



STAG ENHOE 1975

The Sue Ryder Home at Stagenhoe is well used

to all kinds of activities, but the famous old house

can never have known an occasion quite like the

first Ryder/Cheshire International Family Day on

Wednesday, 16th April, 1975. The permanent and

short—stay British patients living in the historic

Georgian mansion welcomed the colourful

excitement of the arrival, over several days, of

visitors from many countries. These guests had

come, not as members of the usual groups

entertained every year under the Foundation's

Holiday Scheme, but as representatives of Ryder

and Cheshire Homes in all six continents, drawn

together by and for this very special event.

It was more than a Family Day: it was rather a

Family Fortnight, with a very full programme of

engagements. Our thanks go to many people, and

particularly to Mr J. Stevenson, of the Worshipful

Company of Gardeners, who gave so generously of

his time in helping to make some of the

arrangements.

, Amongst the many memories is the excited

chatter in bedrooms at night, while the

«us I, ' ”

 

 

night-nurses patrolled with torches. On one of the

last evenings a candlelit supper for 125 was

followed by a sing-song by the Girl Guides from

Waltham Cross. The next evening, young and

lovely dancers from Luton in beautiful hand-made

costumes of the Regions in Poland danced and

sang with us until the early hours, filling the whole

Home with laughter and joy.

H.M. Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother had

hoped to be present with us on the occasion of

Family Day, but was prevented by a visit to Iran.

She very graciously wrote to us:

”I greatly appreciate the very kind message I

have received from you and your wife on the

occasion of your first International Family Day.

”The wonderful work of the Cheshire Homes

and the Sue Ryder Homes, both in this country

and overseas, is constantly in my thoughts and

I send my warmest good wishes to all those

who are assembled at Stagenhoe."

ELIZABETH R.

Queen Mother.
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Miss ’Panig Wai Yung, who later suffered an accident and went to Kingston

General Hospital, is lifted into her wheelchair. Centre foreground e Mrs

Sporborg whose husband is Chairman of the Sue Ryder Foundation.

Here are three more of the many messages

we received :

From The Most Reverend and Right Honourable

The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury,

Dr Donald Coggan.

"As Patron of the Sue Ryder Foundation I am

happy to send a message of welcome and good

wishes on the occasion of your International

Family Day. May God Bless your excellent work."

From His Eminence Cardinal Heenan,

Archbishop of Westminster.

"As Patron of the Sue Ryder Foundation,

I cannot say how sorry I am that I am

unexpectedly unable to be present with you

because two colleagues have just died. I

therefore send you for the International Family

Day our affectionate Blessing and pray that God

may continue to bless your compassionate work."

From Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears.

"This is just to send you and all the patients

and their friends the very best wishes for a

wonderful day, a glorious International Family

Day, which will bring sunshine into the hearts

of everyone there and will spread all through

the world. And have a happy Presentation,

which you both so richly deserve."

 
We had been planning, preparing, organising for

weeks beforehand and as the time drew near, very

bad weather— with a deep cover of snow on the

ground — made us apprehensive. On the day itself,

however, miraculously the sun shone. The telephone

never stopped ringing, messages poured in and

at one time no less than 107 people were staying

in the Home itself. A great spring cleaning

operation and re—arrangement of the bedrooms

was carried out by volunteers, especially by the

Bods from Poland. The North Herts. District

Council at Letchworth provided great quantities of

brilliant pot plants for the huge marquee. The

Hitchin Flower Club were responsible for the

flower decorations on each table and Iain (from

Headquarters) did the many flower arrangements

in the Home itself.

Mrs Jackie Evans (who had served with Special

Operations Executive during the War) and

twenty—six volunteers collected, prepared, cooked

and served the lunch and tea on tables which

were attractively covered with White cloths,

red napkins and blue and white fluted china.

Afterwards they also tackled the massive pile of

washing-up with great gaiety joined by many

volunteers from the district. 410 people had been

invited, but over 500 came. Father de Haene from

the Belgian Foundation said Grace in two

languages:

“We thank God for the food we are about to

receive and remember those who have none."

 



Simplicity and informality were the keynote and

by the dint of herculean efforts, costs were kept to

a minimum while standards remained high. The

scene in the kitchen was indescribable. Team

spirit went hand in hand with good planning and

the friendly co-operation everywhere. The mixing

of the different nationalities in a completely

relaxed atmosphere made it an unforgettable day.

The planned entertainment underwent a sea

change before it reached its audience. One of the

bands of the Foot Guards had offered to play, but

was unfortunately prevented from doing so, and

at the personal request of Field Marshal Lord

Harding (one of the Foundation’s supporters) the

band of the First Battalion Light Infantry played

instead. Originally Sheila Mathews offered to sing.

but a new role made it impossible for her to come

and at the last moment, Anna Neagle asked

Roy Sons and Teresa Stevens. They followed a

delightful spontaneous round of songs sung by

the Girls from Monstancin (suffering from

rheumatic diseases) and individual residents

representing their countries.

Stagenhoe has had a long and colourful history

since it first emerged in the written records of the

tenth century. A return made in the Domesday

Book in 1086 stated that it possessed ’woodland

to feed twenty swine' worth some fifty shillings

in all. Nearly nine hundred years and many owners

later, Stagenhoe was the centre of what may well

have been the greatest gathering in its long

history—the occasion when 500 people of many

nations, many colours and many faiths were

united as one great family on its sweeping lawns.

  

 

Family Day

Before my report on this celebration held at the

Sue Ryder Foundation Home at Stagenhoe,

near Hitchin, Hertfordshire, on Wednesday,

16th April, I think I should briefly relate to you

what led up to it many, many weeks before it

took place.

When Group Captain Cheshire and his wife,

Sue Ryder, first learned that they were both to be

presented with the Humanitarian Award by Variety

Clubs International, on Friday, 18th April at a

ceremony in London's Festival Hall, they felt that

it would be an excellent opportunity for them

to bring together many of the residents from as

many of their Homes from all over the World as

possible.

Such a reunion, they fully realised, would cost

a great deal of money, and would involve

organisation on a very large scale. The air fares

alone, would cost over £12,000.

But, then, that same small miracle happened

again! Just as offers of voluntary help had largely

enabled the Group Captain's compassionate

thoughts and actions at Le Court twenty—seven

years ago to develop into the huge Foundation

that we know today, so, once again, offers of

voluntary help poured in. To mention but a

few . . . one of the biggest costs was going to be

the air fares and all the other travelling expenses,

but Barclay's Bank International settled these bills



  
 

 

 

Mr D. Pelly, Local Director of Barclays Bank, with the Founders and Chairmen

of the two Foundations, Mr Henry N. Sporborg, Chairman of the Sue Ryder

Foundation, is on the right.

by donating a cheque for £15,000; Shell Mex

arranged a river trip to Hampton Court, an outing

which otherwise would have cost £150; Marks 8

Spencer's donated thirty-three of their chunkiest

woollen cardigans; and the Grand Metropolitan

Hotels Group made seventy double bedrooms

available, together with a week's full board, at the

Kennedy Hotel, Euston. One or two lesser but

equally ’homely' offers impressed me, too . . . the

group of thirty-three undergraduates, each with a

second language at his command, who devoted a

week of their holiday to staying with and

befriending the visitors (the resident from an

Ethiopian Home spoke a dialect not known by any

of the undergraduates, but the Foundation did

eventually locate a couple of companions for the

visitor, and they offered to stay with him for the

week); then there was the kindly thought for a

football-crazy visitor from Sao Paulo in Brazil — he

was accompanied to the European Championship

match at Wembley, and was thrilled to be at the

splendid game between England and Cyprus in

which Britain were victors by five goals to nil.

So, to THE day itself— the first sunny and dry one

for a fortnight, incidentally. Some four-hundred

guests crowded into the huge marquee which had
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been erected alongside the eighteenth~century

house in Stagenhoe Park, near Hitchin — a lovely

old mansion which is now a Sue Ryder Home,

housing thirty survivors from Concentration Camps.

Mr H. N. Sporborg, CMG, the Chairman of the

Sue Ryder Foundation —who created considerable

interest by arriving by helicopter— briefly mentioned

the many telegrams of good wishes which had

been received by the Group Captain and his wife,

making particular mention of those from the

Queen Mother; the Archbishop of Canterbury;

Cardinal Heenan; Benjamin Britten and Peter

Pears, and Dame Anna Neagle.

Following a splendid lunch, entertainment was

provided by Roy Sone and Teresa Stevens,

currently appearing at the Cambridge Theatre,

London, and incidental music throughout both

lunch and tea was provided by the Band of the

First Light Infantry. It was a thoroughly enjoyable

and successful day and l consider myself very

fortunate at being able to attend and meet so many

friends from all over the world. I'm quite sure they

all felt the same way too and that they really are

members of one huge family.

Halo/d More/

The John Masef/e/d Home, Ab/ngdon.

 



“A Great Day”

by Pamela Harvey of Cann House

I was honoured to be chosen to represent Cann

House at the International Ryder/Cheshire Family

Day at Stagenhoe on the 16th April. I left Cann

House on the 15th, with Rosemary as my Escort

and Albert to drive our Mini—Bus. We stopped on

the way up to enjoy a very nice picnic lunch

before going to Le Court where we stayed the

night. Here we were welcomed to supper, then

spent a pleasant evening chatting with some of

our old friends.

After a night’s rest and a nice breakfast we

joined guests from ”Appley Cliff", Shanklin and

the Le Court party, to travel on the long journey to

Stagenhoe, Hertfordshire. We arrived at this really

beautiful Home, situated in acres of magnificent

park land about 12 noon. The sun was at its best

and did us proud for the rest of the day. After

alighting from our transport we could see so many

of our friends arriving from all over the world.

We collected our Identity Cards and a sprig of

Rosemary (the emblem of the Sue Ryder

Foundation) and were presented with a programme.

We made our way into the large marquee where

we all assembled to be welcomed by Mr H. N.

Sporborg, C.M.G., Chairman of the Sue Ryder

Foundation, and by Group Captain Leonard

Cheshire and his wife, Sue. After the welcome we

Evrette Dyce (Jamaica) gives a song.

all enjoyed a most delicious lunch, prepared and

served by 26 voluntary helpers. We were a very

friendly party which included friends from

Greathouse, Le Court and Miss Pang Wai Yung

from Hong Kong and Peter Ramsay from Canada.

It was most interesting to meet them. Whilst lunch

was going on we were provided with music from

the Band of the 1st Battalion Light Infantry.

After lunch we listened to most interesting

speeches from Mr H. Sporborg, The G.C. and

Sue Ryder, and one felt how richly they deserved

their recognition in the Humanitarian Award.

We felt proud to belong to their ever—increasing

'family.’

The afternoon was full of entertainment. As well

as Residents from Overseas Homes and a fine

choir of Polish Singers singing many songs, we

were entertained by Roy Sone and Teresa Stevens

and Chorus Girls, currently appearing at the

Cambridge Theatre, London. They were all so

good. During this, a most enjoyable tea was

served. It was then time to say farewell to

Stagenhoe and our many fiends.

We had a hazardous journey as we ran into

thick fog for most of the way, but thanks to Albert,

our very careful and competent driver, we arrived

home safely at 3.30 am. tired, perhaps, but so

happy and bringing with us many happy

memories of a really ’Great Day.’
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Sir Christopher and Lady Foxley-Norrls and Lady June Onslow and helpers meet Stanley Cherry (South Africa), Peter Ramsay (Canada), Jane Mwaura

  

(Kenya),Bernard Ackerman (South Africa) and George Makombe (Uganda) at London Airport.

Reminiscences of a

great week

What a pleasure to be asked to reminisce upon

such a delightful subject!

Without the Award this unique occasion uniting

us all as never before would not have taken place.

A year ago plans were afoot but only towards

Christmas did International Family Week begin to

take shape and show real promise.

By April we were in top gear with our 33 visitors

all poised for flight and a great list of young

escorts waiting this end to receive them. At the last

minute several visitors were only allowed to fly

accompanied, hence we had some friends from the

overseas Homes with us which was an added

pleasure including Miss Ken, the Hong Kong

matron, Mrs Fe Isaac Sano accompanying Lily

from the Philippines and Marina Beaumont

accompanying Tan Kim Swee from Malaysia.

The weekend of 11th-13th April was very

exciting meeting flights at Heathrow and Gatwick

and putting names to faces. British Airways gave

us unflagging help and VIP treatment. The airside

passes enabled us to greet our visitors immediately

they disembarked and accompany them with their

chairs, or by ambulance or, in one case, hitching a

lift for Evrette Dyce from Jamaica in a TWA
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baggage trolley with a friendly driver with the

goodwill of the British Airways Hostess whose

wheelchairs had temporarily run out! Despite

lengthy flights, everyone arrived in good heart as

many of the excellent press photographs

demonstrated.

Immediate friendships were struck between

escorts and visitors and "straightaway they spoke

with many tongues" —— Hindi between Bharti and

the girls from Raphael — Pratima and Krishna.

Gunasire from Sri Lanka met an old friend in his

escort, Latha Subasinghe, who was once Matron

of the Mount Lavinia Home. Tan Kim Swee was

wreathed in smiles meeting Stella Perera again,

now on a Service Corps course but returning to

Malaysia. Juan Marchenus escorted Domingo

(Spain) but as well as speaking Spanish with him,

he managed to link up well with Jose Tobal

(Argentina) whose excellent escort, Bill Parry,

could not converse in Spanish. However, Bill and

Jose got on well and cheerfully. Deborah’s

Spanish was invaluable for Livia (Venezuela)

though we had several other girl linguists.

Christina spoke both French and Spanish well.

Mahjouba (Morocco) and Sue chatted away in

French as did Conceicao (Portugal) with Susan.

Sayuti from Indonesia was brave to come so far

and Brian Furner who has done VSO work in

Indonesia stayed at the Hotel with Sayuti and

came on outings when his studies allowed.

We even had two young boys who accompanied

Bayenne (Ethiopia) sometimes and spoke

 



Amharic, although Bayenne was never at a loss

with Stephen who learnt a few useful words and

communicated in lively dumb show. Bayenne

picked up card games rapidly and joined in keenly

in the evenings.

Once everyone hadarrived at the Hotel and been

marvellously briefed and made welcome by Ron,

the group of almost 70 quickly ”jelled" into one

very happy family. The Kennedy Hotel staff could

not do enough for us and took 26 wheelchairs in

their stride. in Michael Duveen and.Jackie

Williams we had great escort expertise. And

Roger Spriggs joined us each day—the arch

"lifter" seeming never to tire helping get the

loading of the 52-seater achieved in rapid time

when everyone had to be parted from their

folding wheelchairs.

The programme appeared highly taxing even to

the totally fit. However, despite emphasising it was

optional, everyone elected to go on all the outings

and the escorts willingly loaded and unloaded up

to eight times on the Windsor and Brighton days.

The fork lift coach took the privileged six who

were able to remain in their chairs all the time.

Perhaps, who knows, when we have another

Family occasion, we may be the proud possessors

of our own tail lift vehicles, thereby saving the

long-suffering visitors much man—handling —

though this always seemed to be a very cheerful

performance. My particular apologies to those who

were “muddled up" one evening when despatching

 It was nice enough to sit outside after lunch at Stagenhoe.

  

  

 

groups to the theatre in taxis. I think it was poor

Margaret (Ireland) who had to be unloaded and

re—Ioaded having got the Sleuth and West Side

Story theatregoers mixed up. Our Founder was

looking on to my eternal shame! But Margaret

was just laughing l

The Programme

On Sunday afternoon there was a sight—seeing

coach tour round London for all those sufficiently

recovered from their flights — the best day for this

with much of the city deserted of traffic.

Monday

The visitors enjoyed an extensive tour of the

Houses of Parliament in the morning arranged by

Lady June Onslow, our Trustee particularly

responsible for Family Week, her husband being a

Right Honourable Member. That afternoon we spent

an enjoyable hour or so on the 16th floor of

New Zealand House, thanks to Messrs. Martini Er

Rossi, gaining an unsurpassed view of London.

This venue was so spacious and here Group

Captain Leonard Cheshire was able to circulate

with ease greeting the visitors whose faces lit up

on meeting him again. Our Chairman and his wife,

Sir Christopher and Lady Foxley Norris were also

with us. Then back to the Hotel for a session of

press photography capturing so many overseas

visitors smiling, shaking hands and chatting

with ”G.C.”
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Tuesday

A wet morning at Windsor Castle. However the

setting is awe-inspiring and that is the impression

many visitors had. The Verger was kindness itself

and gave an interesting talk in St. George's Chapel,

switching to French for Robert Neant's particular

benefit. After the Safari, the two coaches proceeded

to the Chiltern Cheshire Home at Gerrards Cross

where Peter and Shirley Hughes and all the staff

and residents made everyone so welcome and

were hosts at a delicious tea. This was probably

the highlight of the day and a delightful first

impression of an English Cheshire Home.

Wednesday

Family Day at Stagenhoe Park. How fortunate it

was that the weather was springlike and sunny

which added immensely to the drive, the aspect of

the lovely house and grounds, the free movement

from marquee to the house and about the gardens

and thus made extra space available. It was a

supremely happy day and we all have Sue Ryder

to thank for her Foundation acting as such

wonderful hosts. We felt so welcome and the

meaning of FAMILY DAY was happily apparent.

Thursday

To Buckingham Palace where our coaches were 

\\

Leonard Cheshire and Evrette Dyce (Jamaica) before embarkation on the river to Greenwich.
 

allowed inside the gates to watch the Changing of

the Guard at very close range. The summer

programme was longer than we had expected and

it was good of the Press and BBC to wait

patiently at Westminster Pier for our arrival.

Escorts negotiated steps, ramps, and more steps

whilst the visitors sat smilingly in their chairs and

before embarking more excellent photographs were

taken with a backdrop of Big Ben. The Launch

Royalty proved ideal once the wheelchairs reached

the viewing lounge surrounded with large plate

glass windows — necessary as it was a bit drizzly.

What a gay trip it was as drinks circulated and a

buffet lunch was handed round on the way to

Greenwich. Our numbers were swelled to near 90

with extra friends all circulating and chatting,

some struggling to revive rather rusty French or

Spanish, others snapping with their instamatics

catching friends and famous landmarks in

juxtaposition. The trip was so relaxing and restful

that only a short pause was taken at Greenwich to

view the Cutty Sark by any who wished before

returning slowly up stream recognising the, by

now, fairly familiar landmarks. Despite this full

day, that evening tickets were avidly taken up for

concerts at the Festival Hall and Purcel Room, and

for three theatres including ”Jesus Christ

Superstar." All these tickets were donated.



Friday

A free morning for shopping. I believe some

visitors reached the Marble Arch Marks 8 Spencer

who had so kindly given each of them a cardigan.

That afternoon everyone looked out their National

Dress before setting off for the Royal Festival Hall

for the Rehearsal. And at 5.45 the Entertainment

began. How proud everyone was to take part and

be on the stage on this historic occasion. None of

us will forget the pageantry of the group on the

stage all dressed in such gorgeous costumes, nor

the moving words spoken by Leonard Cheshire

and Sue Ryder after they had been so well

introduced to us by Richard Attenborough and

Dame Anna Neagle. And finally the grace and

charm with which H.R.H. Princess Margaret

presented the Variety Club Award for 1974 and

later spoke informally moving along the rows of

wheelchair guests. Congratulations to Eric Morley

who stage—managed this show.

Saturday

To Brighton — and this proved a joyful outing.

For some, a first visit to the seaside. The

Aquarium staff gave us a great welcome and laid

on free shows at the Dolphinarium whilst the

Beach Cafe reserved all their space for us alone for

lunch and could not do enough for us. Sadly this

was the last evening at the Hotel and we gathered

to see a new Cheshire film "A Place Called Home",

after which, all being together, many thanks were

said to Ron and Dil Travers in particular for all

their marvellous care and kindness. Ron spoke for

us all when he said how much he had enjoyed

every minute of the week emphasising how helpful

and generous everyone had been to us, not least

the Kennedy. Michael Duveen and Stanley Chetty

(South Africa) also warmly thanked Lady June,

all Market Mews staff, not forgetting the two

untiring drivers, Mick and Pete.

Sunday

The scene of activity and departures in the

Kennedy Foyer that morning was hectic but

somehow everyone went off in their rightful

transport, either to the airport catching flights just

in time despite Lenny Robert's (Trinidad) escort

being found asleep when the coach was about to

be loaded. Nevertheless, a trifle more tousled than

usual, John made it to see Lenny off! And there

 
Sir Christopher FoxleyvNorris and Mrs Oluwole with Domingo Garcia

(Spain,) Lenny Roberts (Trinidad), Nigel Mackenzie (Le Court) and

George Makombe (Uganda) at Family Day.
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Sir Christopher and Lady Foxley-Norris sharing a joke with Peter Ramsay

(Canada), Jane Mwaura (Kenya) and Bernard Ackerman (South Africa).

was a scamper from Terminal | to Terminal II with

Mahjouba (Morocco) plus her wonderful but very

large hand-made carpet brought over to show us,

most of the Onslow family in attendance! Others

who were able to stay longer were collected in

transport arranged by the Homes who were hosts —

twenty-one in all. Jose Marcus (Brazil) and

Robert Neant (France) to St. Bridgets with

Joe Mendis who works there still speaking

Brazilian and French by turns. Francois (Mauritius)

to St. Cecilia's and on to stay with his brother in

London. Lily (Philippines) to Seven Springs, and

Jane Mwaura (Kenya) to Ampthill. Stanley Chetty

perhaps taking the ”prize” for mobility, going first

to Matfen by train with Pamela Royce, then on to

Lourdes on pilgrimage and then to St. Cecilia's

before returning to South Africa. Conceicao

(Portugal) visited the Grove where Susan, her

escort together with her boyfriend later paid her a

visit from the New Forest which as Betty Clift said,

"was indicative of the degree of friendships which

have been made." Domingo (Spain) and Livia

(Venezuela) speaking Spanish together, visited

Gerrards Cross where a week later Deborah, Helen,
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Julia and Juan (all escorts) joined them for

Livia's let birthday celebration. Tan Kim Swee

enjoyed a visit to- Hitchin and flew back later to

Malaysia with Marina Beaumont. Bernie (South

Africa) stayed briefly at Tulse Hill as did a number

of others for a few days before their flights, thence

he went to Dulwich and on to San Francisco at his

own expense to visit friends. Gunasire visited

Hartsleap where he caught German measles,

thereby prolonging his visit there, without, I hope,

feeling too ill. Agnes (Sierre Leone) had a happy

few days at Heatherley. Only dear Pang (Hong

Kong) came to grief, suffering fractures to her legs

in a car accident. Miss Ken, her matron, was less

injured and has returned to Hong Kong after

enjoying a visit to Le Court. Pang, still in Kingston

General Hospital, is learning English and loves

receiving cards and visits. Soon she may be

returning to Hong Kong.

There have been lovely and heart-warming

letters since. My reminiscences must end.

May there be another time!

Ann Sparkes



Bits and Pieces

ESCORTS. Outsiders —those not normally involved

with our Cheshire Homes, were amazed by these

young volunteers we recruited from all over

Britain. Scarcely any of them had done anything of

the sort before. They were really never off duty.

In two cases the visitors required turning every

three hours in the night. Their escorts gladly

performed this task throughout the week and never

compained. Some have written asking, please, to

be ”chosen" again should we have another

gathering.

WEMBLEY. A highlight of the week for Jose

Tobal from Argentina was the England/Cyprus

football match. It was quite an exercise in ACCESS

FOR THE DISABLED for his escort who had never

been to Wembley with a wheelchair user. We

reached the main entrance and unloaded. All the

officials were most helpful and willing. Having

paid £2 for each ticket, we were directed through

doors marked PRIVATE to our seats - up a sheer

flight of steps! After much discussion with

various "Chiefs," none of whom had any idea

where a wheelchair could be placed, the right

person was found — the Chief Security Officer!

Family Day. Miss Lily Zamora (from the Philippines) gives us a song.

 

It appears that the only place for a wheelchair at

Wembley Stadium is on the roof of the tunnel

where the players emerge. The mounted Police

came to my rescue after the match to clear a path

through the crowds.

The understatement of the week: Mr Pelly,

Director of Barclays Bank said at Stagenhoe, he

was glad his Bank were able to contribute

”a little bit” towards the cost of Family Week.

The thing that seemed to fascinate Pratima and

Krishna, the two children from Raphael, India,

was the tropical fish tank at the Chiltern Cheshire

Home where there was a stop for tea on the way

back from Windsor.

C.T.S.

These few words were spoken off the cuff and

un—rehearsed by Stanley Chetty from South Africa

on our last evening all together at the Kennedy

Hotel, on 79m April.

'Lady June Onslow, may I say something on

behalf of all the guests who have gathered here

from the far corners of the earth. Please believe

me, words are inadequate to express our gratitude

to the organisers and to our escorts. May I very

simply say Thank You and God Bless to one and

all.’
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Around

the

Homes

‘Bang the Drum at Dan-y-Bryn’

Something to bang the big drum about . . . £150

made in one night at the Ty Nant lnn,

Morganstown in Glamorgan.

Mrs Enid Williams and her husband organised a

concert at their pub for Danybryn and so heavy

was the demand for the limited number of tickets

that offers well over the nominal 75p were being

made.

Matron and three residents from Danybryn were

there, and all enjoyed the entertainment.

Artists gave their services gratis, refreshments

were provided free, bar staff volunteered their

services and the licensing justices granted an

extension.

Howard Hill

In our picture Mr Rowland Parker, vice chairman of Danybryn management

committee, shows the money presented on behalf of the Ty Nant Inn by

Mrs Enid Williams while one of the musicians, Jack Thomas, gives an

appreciative roll on the drums.
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Residents help themselves

at Marske Hall

Our new Minibus has been on the road for more

than three months, and has given general

satisfaction. It is more comfortable and secure to

ride in, it is far easier to see out, and the lift is

much more convenient. As the old minibus is still

in use, we are now well placed to look after

normal transport needs.

At the risk of some repetition, the story of how

the minibus was bought is worth telling. It cost

over £4,000, and no appeal was made, but

naturally word went around, and several friends

ear-marked donations for this purpose. The first

two, in fact, came very soon after the big old bus

was lost — from the Inner Wheel Clubs of Redcar

and Billingham.

Then the boys and girls from three Nunthorpe

schools had their sponsored walk, and gave us

£280. The Lyke Wake walk by Cleveland police

cadets raised £100, and the Marquis of Zetland

also sent £100.

But the biggest donation came from the

residents themselves — £1,000 drawn from their

own welfare funds, from the proceeds of

handicraft sales, and from various special efforts

in the Home. It also included £100 raised by a

staff coffee morning, and £100 sent at Christmas

by the 'lassies and lads' of the Angus Jowett

factory at Skelton.

Indian Flavour at Beechwood,

Huddersfield

On the 26th February, Sister Penrice held a

Coffee Evening and 'Bring and Buy' to raise

money for new lighting in the hall, this was very

successful and raised £150. In April our good

friend, Mrs Joan Sowden, held a Coffee Morning

in the Town Hall and raised £115, which goes

towards providing the tea on Fete Day. The week

after Easter our lndian friend, Mr Bansall, gave us

an lndian meal comprisng Savoury Rice, Sweet

Rice and Curry, etc., finishing with trifle. This is

now an Annual Event in memory of his brother.

Some very good films were shewn by the

Kirklees District Council, which included

"Whistle Down the Wind," "Lost Horizon,"

”The Sting" and several others. One evening we

had an excellent display by the Huddersfield

Gymnastic Club, whose ages ranged between

eight and fourteen. These young people were very

good and enthusiastic.

During the Winter we also enjoyed some very

good concerts.

Joyce M. Burgoine
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Six more T.V’s for Mote House,

Maidstone

The year 1975 began sadly for us with the deaths

of three residents. Maurice Byass had been in our

Home for nine years. He came to us in a

wheelchair, after some time had a gradual and

remarkable remission in his illness, Iaterly, he

undertook much work in the Home and finally

became secretary on our Appeals Committee.

Just over three weeks later we lost Ivy Rayfield, a

resident for over twelve years, her magnificent

work in the Occupational Therapy Department will

be greatly missed. Finally, Sidney Connell, with us

for only eight months died. He had been very

highly thought of as a naval gun instructor prior

to his illness.

Our Matron, Mrs Twomey left in April. We are

grateful to her for many good things she did

during the three years she was with us. Sister

Molly has been appointed Matron and Sister Mary

is to be her deputy. Both have been working in

the Home and we look forward to a happy and

successful future with them.

Last year we were to have a new extension

built but with the situation in the country as it is,

we have been obliged to change the plans. How

badly we need a new lift. After much thought and

conferring with the Management Committee, the

decision was reached that more use be made of

the basement, leaving some upstairs rooms for

other purposes.

The Homes activities include a successful dance

given by the Longfield and Hartley Support Group

in February. This was very enjoyable and a very

pleasant evening was given by the Old Time

 

  
Dancers in fancy dress, who continue to be loyal

friends of our Home.

Most unexpectedly, six televisions were given

to us, one by the Manager and Manageress of the

Bell Inn, three from Sir John Fullstaff, and one by

Woolworths. These generous people have

provided a great deal of pleasure for all our

residents and our very sincere and grateful thanks

go to them. Finally, our first street collection this

year proved both enjoyable and successful, the

total amount raised being £505. Thanks to all who

helped to collect and the people in Maidstone

who gave us their support.

Moira E. Jackson

Further extensions at

Carnsalloch, Dumfries

The latest extension of Carnsalloch Cheshire

Home Was opened on Wednesday, 2nd April, 1975

by Mr F. W. McConnel, Blair House,

Kirkcudbright, one of the members of the steering

committee which started the Home, and later

became Chairman of the Management Committee.

The new wing consists of two double bedrooms,

five single bedrooms, day room and the usual

facilities. This will allow all of the residents to be

moved from the top floor of the house.

After the opening ceremony, the guests were

shown round the new premises and entertained

to a snack lunch.

Four geriatric chairs, were presented by Annan

Support Group who also supplied the bathroom

hoist for the extension.

View of ext

 



Mickley Hall, Sheffield provides

oven gloves for T.V.

Our residents often watch ‘Pebble Mill at One'

and particularly enjoy seeing Jack Douglas giving

a cookery demonstration. However, they had

noticed that his oven gloves did not appear to fit

him, nor did they match his apron. So, as we make

a very nice line in matching gloves and aprons in

our craftroom, we sent him a set and explained

the reason why. if you were watching ’Pebble Mill

at One’ during March you may have seen the

programme where it was mentioned that a Cheshire

Home had given him this set, and if you wondered

which Home was responsible, now you know.

Oaklands, Garstang

Oaklands gets Geoff. Duke Appeal Bus

May 17th was quite a special day for us when

Shirley Candeland, Chairman of our Residents’

Committee (second from left on photo) received

a Bus together with a cheque for £500 from

Geoff. Duke the former motor cycling champion,

at St. Annes. This was the 32nd anniversary of the

Royal Air Force 617 Squadron’s epic raid on the

German dams and some wartime and present

members of the squadron were also there raising

money.

Another exciting day for Shirley was the Family

Day at Stagenhoe when she was accompanied by

Nurse Dean, a Police Cadet and a member of the

Preston Support Group. Some of the residents took

the opportunity of an invitation to Marks and

Spencers Fashion Show where they were able to

join in the dancing. Mr Salmon kindly presented

them with some games and trophies and a cup

to be competed for each year. Now that there is a

swimming pool at Garstang, the residents are

going to try to obtain some swimming certificates

for the disabled.   Shir/9y Candelana’

News.“

Extension plan for Cotswold Home

The Cotswold Home received more than £6,000

towards their proposed £143,750 extension in

Overton Road, Cheltenham, at the Home's

15th Annual Meeting in Cheltenham.

The matron, Miss Margaret Thame, said in her

report that the present home lacked facilities for

privacy and quiet. The lack of space was another

big problem having neither the facilities or space

required to nurse the more disabled residents.

Day care facilities were another pressing need.

Mr J. Overill, treasurer, said that the building

fund stood at £75,000 and that a further £61,000

was needed.

The chairman, Mr J. Threadingham, later said

that in view of rising costs, a further £8,000

would probably be needed.

The new building would have the majority of its

accommodation as single rooms, with some

doubles for those who would benefit by sharing.

There were to be only two storeys, because of

easier care, and escape facilities in the event of

fire.

The existing building would be used for

community and day care rooms, with the

residents' sleeping accommodation in the new

block.

Mr Threadingham praised Mrs V. Northcroft,

the home’s patron, for her able fund-raising efforts.

A cheque for £2,000 was presented by

Mrs M. K. Robinson, who is running a separate

appeal in Cirencester. The residents handed over

£1,375 which they had raised, mainly as a result

of their Christmas fair, and Mrs Northcroft

gave £3,000.

‘\\w«\-—~s .
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A Day at Beaulieu

from St. Bridgets, West Sussex

ln April we had a wonderful day out at Beaulieu.

We had to get up very early for the three hour

journey, so we were all ready and waiting in the

hall for the coach by 8.15 am.

It was a lovely trip and the countryside was

looking beautiful, the New Forest was especially

lovely and we saw lots of wild ponies wandering

about everywhere. At Beaulieu we were greeted

by Lady Montagu and her parents Mr and Mrs

Herbert who are great friends of our Home and

help a great deal by assisting to make Christmas

cards which are sold every year for our funds.

The Motor Museum was the first place we

visited, and it was indeed a very interesting and

marvellous collection dating back to 1890, with

exhibits right through to the latest models of

today. Not only were there cars, but horse-drawn

carriages, motor-bikes, bicycles, buses etc., even

to the Penny Farthing bicycle which always

amazes me. How did people manage to get on and

off them so quickly?

A really delightful lunch was thoroughly

enjoyed by everyone.

We visited the model railway which is a

marvellous lay-out, taking in London, Paris, and

on to Germany with Swiss and Austrian scenes

in the background. At the end of the run the

lights were turned out and hundreds of tiny bulbs

lit up the whole lay-out. A delight to any

enthusiast or to anyone‘else for that matter.

We then went on to Palace House where there

was much of interest to see, the grounds were

gorgeous, with carpets of daffodils and other

flowers everywhere. The interior of the house was

lovely too containing a lot of antique furniture and

pottery. The Picture Gallery with portraits of the

family ancesters dating back to 1503 was very

interesting. Lord and Lady Montagu were both

there and autographed the guide books which

we had bought.

It was a beautiful warm sunny day, the first real

day of Summer, and we were able to take several

photographs. Before starting back we visited the

Gift Shop and bought some souvenirs, and

eventually arrived home at about 7 pm. to find

supper waiting. It was a really wonderful day.

Ann Pink

Croquet and Clock Golf at Cara

Well, our Spring Garden was still only halfway

through the £1,700 job of landscaping when we

began trying to guess what the very wee saplings

will be. The old trees around our Gatehouse

Entrance were saved but, naturally, the actual site

land had to be cleared so now we are seeing the

expensive job of making the lovely Cara merge

into its magnificent background.

I had the idea to make a croquet lawn of one of
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our flat beds and a Clock Golf on the tarmacadam

and lo and behold the Committee is giving us both.

It just shows you the friendly Committee we have.

I could fill Cheshire Smile with appealing little

stories of its friendship. It really is full of Cheshire

spirit. If there is a ”them and us” in Cara it is

purely in the minds of us.

Only the Kitchen Staff — headed by the

motherly Cis Fitzgerald — can rival the Committee's

genuine concern for us and it's a toss-up who

would win.

Rock Garden for Champion House

On Easter Sunday morning all the residents

were given a super Easter egg. This was a lovely

beginning for Easter Day.

As a result of the very mild winter it has been

possible for members of the CALVERLEY ROUND

TABLE to create a beautiful rock garden and pave

a large area outside our dining room. It is now a

beautiful retreat where residents can sit out in

privacy in the sunshine and enjoy the fresh air.

They were ably assisted by Mr Ashwell, our

chairman and Mr Coyne, Matron's husband.

Elsie Lister

Telephone canopy for Cann House

Everyone must know of the Charlie Chester

radio programme in which he appeals for various

articles for the elderly and disabled. The residents

at Cann House had long felt the need for a

sound proof hood for their telephone.

Without too much hope Maurice Freeman

wrote to him, and after he had made the appeal

there was a long wait. Then just as hope was

beginning to fade a letter arrived from Belgium.

lnterdean, an international firm of removers had

just what was wanted at their Belgium branch

and they arranged to transport it to the Home

entirely free of charge.

After some ingenious work by the handyman,

it was fitted in a position suitable for wheel-chair

users, and has proved a boon.

Maurice Freeman

- Chairman, Residents’ Committee

New Bungalow at Seven Rivers

There has been quite a lot of activity on the

building front at Seven Rivers recently and a

number of improvements have been completed

since Christmas. The most important of these is the

bungalow built in the grounds for Sister. She

moved in about six weeks ago and now can get

’away from it all' when off duty but still be near

enough to deal with any emergency. In the home

a bedroom has been converted into a staff

cloakroom, and the quarters for living-in staff

have been altered to comprise a bathroom and

sitting room. All this in addition to the new wing

of twelve single rooms, now two years old, has

greatly added to the comfort of residents and staff

alike.



”PENNIES FROM HEAVEN"

R.A.F. Supports Greenhill House,

Bath

On the 21 st April last, the Officers of R.A.F.

Colerne arrived at Greenhill House, Timsbury, in

force, with gifts in abundance. The Station

Commander, Group Captain Geoffrey Cooper

accompanied by Squadron Leader Bruce Reed,

the Home's Liaison Officer and Flight Lieutenant

John Frapwell, Officer in Charge of the Aircraft

Museum at Colerne, presented Mrs Molly Brewer,

Chairman of the Timsbury Group of Friends with a

cheque for £1,000 towards a bus which they are

providing for the Home.

Mrs Joan Cooper, wife of the Commanding

Officer, who is herself a physiotherapist, presented

a Kromayer costing £973 complete, from monies

raised at the Station Fete during late summer——

this is an ultra violet machine that will be

invaluable for the treatment of various skin

lesions. This was accepted by Marian Porter and

Jennifer Eatock, our two Senior Physiotherapists.

This was not the end — two special typing

tables for spastics had been manufactured by

S.A.C. Martindale of R.A.F. Colerne, and paid for by

the Services, these were also presented. They were

designed by Mr Edward Castle, who himself is a

severe spastic, and is employed in the workshops

at the Charlton Park School for Spastics,

Greenwich. To him, many will owe a great deal

of gratitude.

Treorchy Choir adopts a room at

Greathouse

A superb performance was the comment of the

Swindon Viewpoint television producer Nick Dean

who recorded last Saturday's concert by the

Treorchy Male Choir in St. Andrew's Church, for

transmission in Swindon. The concert, held to

celebrate the diamond jubilee of the Toc H

movement, was in aid of the general upgrading

of Greathouse Cheshire Home, where the

Treorchy Choir has adopted a room.

The capacity audience of nearly 900 included

the Mayor of Thamesdown, the Mayor and

Mayoress of Chippenham, and Glyn Wales who is

an old friend of the choir and has often assisted

during visits by Greathouse residents to Treorchy

to see the choir in rehearsal. He was before

reorganisation, chairman of Glamorgan County

Council and "father" of Rhondda Borough Council.

During the interval Mr Robbie Hughes introduced

a tape recorded message from Group Captain

Cheshire. The audience also heard a selection by

the church organist, Mr John Tomlins, before

the concert.

Members of the Treorchy Male Choir (Cér Meibion Treorci) present one of

28 lockers bought from the proceeds of their last Toc H concert to John

Smith. Behind John Smith is the conductor Mr. John Cynan Jones, theWelsh

Ladies left to right are Susan Coates (daughter of Reg Coates of Toc H),

Mary Jones (wife of T.M.C. conductor) Eldrydd Mair Jones (daughter of

T.M.C. conductor). Photograph by: Wilrshire Gazette.
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OVERSEAS

THE SIR JAMES AND LADY PEIRIS HOME

SRI LANKA (CEYLON)

The Home is situated at No. 17 Siripala Road,

Mount Lavinia. The building is the property of the

Sir James and Lady Peiris Trust and has been

leased free to the Cheshire Homes Foundation,

Sri Lanka, for a period of twenty years with the

option of an extension. The Home was established

at Mount Lavinia in January 1966 and formally

declared open by Group Captain Leonard Cheshire,

on 19th March, 1966. There are both young and

old residents, male and female. Some are crippled,

some are mentally retarded, one is blind and others

suffering from incurable ailments. Presently, there

are 20 residents. The Government provides an

annual grant, but this is inadequate for its needs

and the Home also depends on its many friends

and well-wishers for support and encouragement.

Major General Virendra Singh, Chairman of the

Cheshire Homes Eastern Regional Council

(New Delhi) visited the Home on the 5th July,

met the residents, went round the Home and

stayed on to lunch and had a discussion with the

Board of Management. On this occasion, he

addressed the gathering and formally presented a

bank draft for £500 on behalf of the Cheshire

Foundation Homes for the Sick (UK). It was a great

privilege for us to meet Major General Virendra

Singh, listen to his stirring address, avail ourselves

of his wise counsel and benefit from his wide

experience.

Just prior to his departure, the Major General

made the following entry in the Visitors' Book :—

"| feel privileged to have the opportunity of

visiting the Home and meeting all those who

devote their time to look after the inmates. The

Home has a very pleasant and cheerful

atmosphere. The inmates are very well looked

after. My particular thanks to the Matron in

charge and all the other workers for their

devotion to duty. Looking after the incurable and

chronic sick is real service to God. May God

bestow His Blessings on all the inmates and the

Staff. My gratitude and thanks for Mr Dennis

Cooray and the members of his Committee for

the fine work they are doing."

There is no doubt that our Home has been

greatly blessed throughout the years. This year,

despite the very difficult times, the response from

our friends and well-wishers has been truly

magnificent and we are especially grateful to the

Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick

(Overseas) for its staunch and generous support.

The Department of Social Services continues to

help us in every way possible and we are much

indebted to them for their encouragement.

Friends and well-wishers have once again

rallied round the Home and ensured that we

adequately provided food, shelter and clothing to
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our Residents even though the cost of living has

reached such unprecedented levels. The Home

Garden provides vegetables and fruits and

occasionally, excess produce is sold to the

neighbours. Gunasiri and Mary continue to attend

school. Cuckoo lives in a world of her own and

Winnie, who is blind, is cheerfulness personified.

The others too on the whole are invariably

cheerful. It is an interesting experiment to have

both the young and the old in the Home and the

objective is to keep them happy and content.

Such a task is an onerous one these days but the

institution is greatly blessed and confident that

support will be forthcoming, as in the past, to tend

and comfort these handicapped persons who have

made this their adopted Home and who have

nowhere else to go and to look after them is a rich

and rewarding experience.

Mrs Dagmar Samarakkody

CYCLONE 'GERVAISE' STRIKES CHESHIRE

HOME IN MAURITIUS

On 5th February a tropical cyclone called

"Gervaise" struck our beautiful island, Mauritius,

and damaged many houses and left many people

homeless.

We had help from various parts of the world

and sailors from many countries came to help

repairing houses, replacing telephone poles,

fixing the wires for electricity and many kinds

of work.

In Tamarin Cheshire Home we had some

damage too, a large pane of glass broke down in

our shop and some of the articles were damaged.

The roof of the food store blew away. Mrs

Simpson has asked for the help of the Mobile

Force to get these to be repaired temporarily and

also to clean our yard because there was quite a

mess in it, lots of branches and many trees fell

down. We are grateful to the English and French

sailors who help us greatly by clearing our yard

and we send them our best wishes.

P.S.: I let you know that I am very pleased of

my stay in London for the Cheshire—Ryder Family

Week and also for my stay at the St. Cecilias

Cheshire Home. I enjoyed every moment of it.

Many thanks to the Cheshire Foundation.

Francois Socka/ingum

Mauritius

Katpadi Home Madras receives

award for outstanding Leprosy work

The Katpadi Cheshire Home in Madras, India

to whom the residents of Le Court Home send a

small donation each year, has been selected by

the Madras State, as an outstanding employer in

the category of cured leprosy persons, and on

March 16th, Mrs George, the secretary, received

the award from the Minister of State.

June R. Hewitt (Mrs)



Sexual Problems of

the Disabled

Duncan Guthrie, Director of the National Fund

for Research into Crippling Diseases, describes a

revolutionary action-research project in connection

with the sexual difficulties of many disabled

people in this country.

Understanding of, concern and provision for,

handicapped people has increased enormously over

the last five years — thanks largely to groundwork

(which extends back over 20 years or more)

provided by the specialised organisations such as

the Spastics Society and the National Fund for

Research into Crippling Diseases.

Yet, except for some lone individuals, it is only

very recently that those concerned with the

well-being of handicapped people have come to

appreciate that disablement can raise problems —

sometimes appalling to the person concerned — in

obtaining sexual satisfaction or even in forming

loving relationships. In fact, I would go further and

say that until recently it was almost as though

obtaining sexual satisfaction, either inside or

outside marriage, was not thought a proper or

decent activity for disabled people.

Many, if not most people have sexual problems

of one sort or another—which may or may not be

obvious or admitted — and all of these problems

will probably also be experienced by the disabled.

But handicapped people have additional problems

arising from their disablement. As regards physical

handicap, not only does limited mobility or

reduced capacity for self-care seriously hamper

an individual in making the social contacts from

which relationships— including sexual

relationships—spring: such social contacts are

further limited because most people’s ideas of

sexual attractiveness are tied up with the idea of

bodily perfection. Furthermore, many forms of

disablement entail sheer physical difficulty in

achieving satisfactory sexual intercourse or even

finding solitary sexual relief.

Even in institutions where the problems of the

physically handicapped are, on the whole, well

understood and catered for, a blind spot to these

needs often exists. In many institutions there are

obvious difficulties of insufficient privacy —

certainly insufficient for love-making and sexual

intercourse.

All these problems have been worse confounded

by attitudes which are now fast dying — attitudes

towards the disabled, the outlook of handicapped

people themselves and the old tradition of secrecy

and guilt which for so long surrounded sexual

activity. In recent years a revolution has come

about in all these.

Thus, a social climate has been created in which

we have been able to set up a project to study and,

where possible, to advise on the sexual problems

which arise from locomotor disablement. The

thinking behind this project is that, for most people

some form of sexual satisfaction enhances the

quality of life and is essential to well-being.

While this is likely to be enriched by and to enrich

a loving relationship with another person, marriage

as we know it is not essential for sexual satisfaction.

And handicapped people should, like everyone

else, be free to consult their conscience and to

make their own choice in this matter provided of

course that whatever they do — or do not do — does

not harm or offend others.

SPOD, the Committee we have set up on the

sexual problems of the disabled, has a threefold

aim:

* to accelerate the change of opinion so that

physically handicapped people are no longer

made to feel that sex is not for them.

* to give counsel, advice and help to physically

disabled people in forming lasting relationships.

* to counsel, advise and help them in achieving

the joy of sexual satisfaction to the same extent

as non-disabled members of the community.

At present very little is known about these

problems — their frequency, their relative severity

nor even their full nature. Before we can begin to

give specific and expert advice we have to know

more. The National Fund therefore, through

SPOD, commissioned the Research Institute for

Consumer Affairs to carry out a study among

handicapped people themselves. Coventry was

chosen for this study, not least because of the

encouragement received from Coventry's Social

Services Department, the local Marriage Guidance

Council and other groups in the area.

A research officer was appointed who lives in

the area and has wide experience not only of

social research but of social work and counselling

in both statutory and voluntary fields, and a

full—scale survey was conducted. Every eighth

household in Coventry received a letter enquiring

if it had a disabled member or members and asking

the favour of an interview with any disabled

member. From these interviews — which were

carried out by the Research officer and two

assistants (women with experience of nursing

para-medical and social work) — it is hoped to

build up a massive and invaluable body of

information on which continuing work can be

based.
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So that we can at least offer some help to those

physically disabled people whom we find to have

sexual problems arising from their disablement and

who feel they might profit from advice, we have

set up an ad hoc group in Coventry of people with

skills in counselling and knowledge of various

problems and aspects of disablement, to whom

we can refer those who feel they would like to

discuss their problems in confidence. In addition

to this work in the community at large, part of the

study will cover persons in 'homes' and

institutions. A most useful seminar has already

been held with senior staff of a number of such

homes which has indicated problems and

attitudes needing more study. This we believe will

not be the least useful part of our work.

I must utter a note of caution to disabled people.

We are not yet able to offer individual advice nor

to help handicapped people except in this general

counsel — do find someone to discuss your

problem with: your G.P., your priest or minister,

your local Marriage Guidance Council or

Samaritans, your social worker or the para-medical

staff at your hospital. You are not alone in needing

it and will not be alone in asking for it.

(Reprinted from Glad News, April 7975)

Looking at each other

   
The Rev. 'F. J. Holley

The poet philosopher, Robert Burns, prayed for

the gift to see ourselves as others see us. Such a

gift would indeed surprise us and make us better

people to live with. Yet there is another gift to be

prized, of seeing other people as they see and feel

within themselves. What understanding, rapport,

sympathy, reconciliation would flow into our

relationships one with another, from such a gift.
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Visitors in radiant health eagerly invade the

wards of the hospital seeking loved ones. How

welcome they are! The allotted time soon ends,

the visitors go back to the everyday life of which

a short time ago the patient was also a part.

But not now. He stays, ceasing to be part of their

world, the inhabitant of quite a different community.

Who knows the patient's inner heart, who only

robust health knows?

in bereavement the family undergirds with love,

sympathy, presence, tributes and practical help,

but when the last car has turned the corner and

the helpers depart, the bereaved is alone, with only

inner resources to meet the desert void and arid

future. Who can really help, save those who have

sat where the bereaved now sits?

ln Thornton Wilder's "The Angel that troubled

the waters”, a doctor with a secret burden waits at

the edge of the pool for the Angel to come to heal

him. Out of the waters the Angel comes and the

doctor makes as though to enter the healing pool.

But he is restrained with the words, ”Draw back,

this moment is not for you." The doctor answers,

”Surely, surely the Angels are wise. Your eyes can

see the nets in which my wings are caught."

The reply comes, "Without your wound where

would your power be .7" Then, later, one of

Wilder's greatest lines, ”In Love's service only the

wounded soldiers can serve." Indeed, there is real

truth here and may be something not readily

apparent— may be it is in such service that the

wounds are redeemed by being turned to

valuable assets.

There are times when people reveal how they

feel inside. A noted and influential preacher spoke

on "Suffering." He thought he had made a useful

contribution to a difficult experience. At the

church door, a man shook hands with him and

looking him straight in the eyes, said, “You have

made it worse !"

The emotional upheaval produced by innocent

suffering is portrayed in "The Blood of the Lamb"

by Peter De Vries. A widower has a 12—year old

daughter, who is slowly dying of a disease that

has times of remission, filling them with exciting

hope. On one particular day the father, on the way

to visit the hospital, pauses at the Church of

St. Catherine. He is not a church-goer, having few

beliefs, but on this day he sits in a back seat and

offers a prayer that his daughter might be spared

for just a year longer. At the hospital the good

news greets him that she is much better and may

even be allowed home for a time. He is elated.

A few days later is the girl's birthday. Father takes

a massive iced cake. Again he enters the church

to pray, puts the cake down on the pew and

absentmindedly leaves it there. Just as well, for

that day she died. "She looked finally like some

mangled flower or like a bird that has been pelted

to earth in a storm." He pockets the tears.



On the way home he remembers the cake. It was

still there. He retrieves it and outside the church

looks up at the Figure still hanging as ever over

the central doorway, its arms outspread among

the sooted stones and strutting doves.

"I took the cake out of the box and balanced it

a moment on the palm of my hand. Then my arm

drew back and let fly with all the strength within

me. Before the mind snaps, or the heart breaks,

it gathers itself like a clock about to strike.

It might even be said one pulls oneself together

to disintegrate. The scattered particles of self—love,

wood thrush calling, homework sums . . . lamp-

light smiles, night cries and the shambles of

contemplation — are collected for a split moment

like scraps of shrapnel before they explode.

”It was miracle enough that the pastry should

reach its target at all at that height from the

sidewalk. The more so that it should land

squarely, just beneath the crown of thorns.”

Such is the emotional upheaval at innocent

suffering. No wonder Sydney Carter wrote:

”It's God they ought to crucify

Instead of you and me

I said to the man a-hanging on the tree."

That is not blasphemy but the outpouring of a

baffled, broken heart. 'Tis indeed God they ought

to crucify, God is finally responsible. He may not

intentionally will such hurt of innocent suffering

but only allow it, permit it — but the effect on the

recipient is no less dramatic and disturbing.

”Yes, it is God they ought to crucify.”

But then, that is just what they did l

Innocent suffering accepted. And what happened.

Resurrection ! A new and different life through the

suffering. Can such be the opportunity open

to all? Beethoven’s letters reveal his suffering.

”You can scarcely imagine how lonely and sad my

life has been,” he writes at 31 years of age.

His deafness pushes him to the brink of suicide.

But instead comes the miracle of resurrection.

“You will see me as happy as my lot can be here

below. I will seize fate by the throat. It shall never

wholly overcome me. How beautiful life is."

A year later the Eroica Symphony, in which a new

dimension was added to music. He transformed

his complete deafness into an elected silence

which sang to him.

80 Michael Flanders transformed his wheelchair

into part of his humour. Given, at one time, just

five hours to live. Later destined to a wheelchair

which gave birth to a new life — "At the Drop of

a Hat" — a revue of humour and wit. From

heartbreak, through suffering to Resurrection !

A road some seem to find.

'THESE THINGS I ENJOY'

I can't go out, unless l am wheeled out, but

I can see out.

I can see a lovely apple tree covered in

blossom; oh ! what a lovely sight.

A big black cat (not mine) sits on my gatepost

and watches the passers—by.

My next door neighbour's little dog barks a

friendly greeting when he sees me in the garden.

He tells his missus, and she comes out to see

what's on and has a friendly chat.

When it rains, it makes a pool on the path at

the bottom of the garden.

How the birds enjoy bathing in it. There is much

splashing and shoving, the big blackbirds chase off

the little sparrows.

A large thrush with beady eyes, hops all round

my lawn, he bends his head on one side and

listens. Can they really hear worms below,

as they say?

Paula, a little girl of four, comes to the gate to

have a chatter.

A little boy further up the road brings his puppy

for me to see.

A fond grandmother brings her first grandchild

to show me — how proud she is!

My Home Help comes with some little treat she

has found for me.

I must be often in her thoughts, her daily visits

are looked forward to by us both.

LlFE'S NOT SO BAD, IS IT?

L. Mount/0y

Ashford Endeavour Club.

O/DC\<D

I MAY NOT PASS THIS WAY AGAIN

I'll give my hand to those who can not see

The sunrise or the falling rain:

l’ll sing my song to cheer the weary along

For I may never pass this way again.

I'll share my faith with every troubled heart

So I shall not live in vain.

I'll give my hand;

l’ll sing my song:

I'll share my faith;

Because I know that the time is now

To fulfill each vow

For I may not pass this way again.

(Inspirational Verse from The National Orthopedic

Hospital Pearl Anniversary Celebration:

February 3—7th, 7975).

From Lily Zamora and Fe Isaac — Sana
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OBITUARY

Mrs May Thakar Das

(Extract from a tribute by Professor R. R.

Sudarshan, Member Managing Committee,

Cheshire Homes, Dehra Dun).

The 4th January, 1975 witnessed the passing

away, at Delhi, of Mrs May Thakar Das, the Hon.

Secretary of the Cheshire Home, Dehra Dun

(India), a well-known social worker who leaves

behind a void hard to be filled.

Mrs Thakar Das was born in May 1889. The

Victorian ideals of behaviour and conduct still

enjoyed the glory of summer, and judging from

her life it is clear that Mrs Thakar Das had

assimilated the quintessence of those ideals —

loyalty, service, devotion to duty, discipline and

honesty. She was also a devout member of the

Anglican Church.

The history of her active participation in social

work goes back to 1931 when she became

interested in village uplift work, thereafter

becoming increasingly involved in a wide variety

of charitable concerns. It was in 1956 that Group

Captain Leonard Cheshire visited Dehra Dun to

set up a Home in the broadening horizon of

Cheshire Homes. He met Mrs Thakar Das, and

requested her to help him in this laudable and

humanitarian venture. Guided by her spirit of

sen/ice, she put herself at his beck and call and

extended her wholehearted co-operation. The

Cheshire Home of Dehra Dun, unmistakably, one

of the best in the link today, stands as a

monument to the service of this great woman

who nursed it right from its cradle to the present

stage of maturity.

The Group Captain writes:

Mrs T.D., as she was affectionately known, was

a woman of outstanding character and strength.

For the last 19 years of her life she spent a large

part of each day at the Home seeing to the

correspondence, supervising the domestic affairs

and consulting with Gracie Abel, the Matron. Not

even a major operation for cancer in her late 70s

deterred her, and she continued these daily visits,

remaining the driving force behind the Home and

holding the reins in her unique and dedicated way

right up to the very end. For the best part of five

years it was the base from which I used to work

when in India and subsequently a home from

home for my wife and myself. Mrs T.D. was ever

welcoming and ever watchful over our needs;

she leaves a void that will indeed be hard to fill.

Leonard Cheshire
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Deaths

Gaffney: on 7th March, 1975, MICHAEL

GAFFNEY, resident of Greenhill House, Cheshire

Home, Timsbury,‘near Bath, since 1972.

Cowe/l: on 24th April, 1975, MARJORIE

COWELL, aged 60, resident at Holme Lodge for

3% years.

Ransom: on 16th March, 1975, JOHN RANSOM,

aged 65, resident at Holme Lodge 10 years.

Byass.’ on 30th January, 1975, MAURICE

BYASS, aged 56, resident at Mote House since

1966.

Hayfield: on 23rd February, 1975, IVY RAYFIELD,

aged 58, resident at Mote House since 1962.

Connell: on 24th March, 1975, SIDNEY CONNELL,

aged 49, resident at Mote House since August,

1974.

Tuck: on 4th March, 1975, WILL TUCK, resident

of Marske Hall since May, 1964.

Garrett: on 26th February, 1975, KENNETH

DAVID GARRETT, aged 51, a resident of Cann

House since 1965. Vice Chairman of the

Residents' Committee for the past two years.



Tribute to:

Mrs Mary Clubwala Jadhav

(late Chairman of the Indian Foundation by

G. C. Leonard Cheshire.)

Barely two years after taking on the

Chairmanship of the India Foundation, Mary

Clubwala Jadhav died in hospital in Bombay as a

result of cancer. By nature she was someone who

never gave in no matter how ill she felt and only

a day or two before her death, she was asking

about the Homes in England and talking about her

hopes and plans for the Indian Foundation. But if

courage and dedication were her hallmark so was

thoughtfulness and humour. Her life was almost

entirely devoted to the service of others and

without question she was the leading and most

influential social worker in India, being associated

with countless organisations and having been

honoured by many Governments (including the

MBE in 1941, the Japanese Sword of Honour,

and India's highest award, the Padma Vilhustan in

1974). Yet amidst all her engagements and world

travel she had time to supervise the founding of

our Home in Madras, to act as its Chairman for

15 years and then, despite poor health, to take

over the onerous task of Chairman of the Indian

Foundation itself. To all her family, we who were so

privileged to know her and who have gained so

much from her friendship, offer our most heartfelt

sympathy.

Leonard Cheshire

 

1 The Cheshire Foundation

Homes for the Sick

Registered in accordance with the Charities Act 1960

The Cheshire Homes care for the incurably sick or

permanently disabled—those for whom hospitals can do

nothing further. They are run as homes, and offer the

affection and freedom of ordinary family life, the residents

being encouraged to take whatever part they can in the

day-to~day running of the house and to develop their

remaining talents. Disabled people are admitted according

to need, irrespective of race, creed or social status.

The Management of each Home is vested in a Committee

as representative as possible of the local community.

The Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick (a registered

charity) is the Central Trust, and has ultimate responsibility

for all the Homes. it owns all the property, and acts as

guarantor to the public that the individual Homes are

properly managed in conformity with the general aims of the

Foundation. Similar charitable Trusts have been established

to control the Homes overseas.

7 Market Mews, London, W1Y 8HP

Telegrams, Cheshome, London, W1

Tel: 01-499 2665

Patrons: Dr G. C. Cheshire, F.B.A., D.C.L.

The Rt. Hon. Lord Edmund-Davies, PC.

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Denning, P.C.

Chairman: Sir Christopher Foxley-Norris, G.C.B., D.S.O.,

O.B.E., M.A.

Trustees: Dr Margaret Agerholm, M.A., B.M., B.Ch. (Oxon)/

Peter Allott, Esq/Group Capt. G. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O.,

D.F.C./Mrs Sue Ryder Cheshire, O.B.E./R. E. Elliott, Esq./

Mrs P. K. Farrell, J.P.lThe Earl Ferrers/Major T. V. Fisher—

Hoch/G. Reid Herrick, Esq./J. H. lnskip, Esq., Q.C./

H. E. Marking, Esq., C.B.E., M.C./Lady June Onslow/

T. Peace, Esq., M.C.lB. Richards, Esq/Peter Rowntree, Esq./

N. R. Trahair, Esq/R. B. Weatherstone, Esq.

General Secretary: Miss C. T. Short.

Assistant Secretary: Mrs D. McGrath.

Hon. Medica/Adviser: Dr Basil Kiernander, F.R.C.P.

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Peter Rowley, M.C.

Consultant Adviser Electronic Equipment: Mr Roger

M. Jefcoate.

Homes Counselling Service

Office: Lod House, Lodsworth, Petworth, Sussex.

Tel: Lodsworth 491.

Counsellors: Roy Billington and John Hilton.

2 Sue Ryder Foundation

Registered as a Charity Number 22229

Sue Ryder Home, Cavendish, Suffolk C010 8AY

Founder: Sue Ryder. O.B.E.

Chairman: Mr H. N. Sporborg, C.M.G.

Honorary Councillors: Dr J. Apley, C.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P.,

J.P.lGroup Captain G. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C./

Miss E. B. Clarke, C.V.O., M.A., B.Litt.(0xon), JP]

The Reverend Mother Hilary/Mr John Priest, J.P./

Sue Ryder. O.B.E.

The Sue Ryder Foundation was established by Miss Ryder

during the Post War years, after she had been doing relief

work on the Continent. Its purpose was—and still is—the

relief of suffering on a wide scale by means of personal

service, helping the needy, sick and disabled everywhere,

irrespective of age, race or religion and thus serving as a

Living Memorial to all who underwent persecution or

died in defence of human values, especially during the two

World Wars. Sue Ryder Homes care for the sick and needy

of all ages, including children, and principally for the

incurably sick and disabled, the homeless and those others

for whom the general hospitals can do no more and who

have no suitable place to go.

There are Sue Ryder Homes/Hospitals in Britain and

overseas.

Special Services

Cheshire Homes wing for G.L.C. Flats: (care service only)

Cheshire Estate, 30 Palace Road, Tulse Hill, London SW2.

Tel: 01-671 2288

Cheshire Home with Residential Care Training Facilities:

(in preparation).

Arnold House, 66 The Ridgeway, Enfield, Middx.

Flats for couples, one of whom is disabled:

Robin House, St. John‘s Road, Hitchin, Herts.

Disabled Students accommodation:

Taylor House, 16 Osler Road, Headington, Oxford.

Training Centre:

Cheshire Foundation Service Corps, Study Centre,

Le Court. Liss, Hants. Tel: Blackmoor 421
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Cheshire Homes in Britain

Residents telephone numbers in brackets.

ENGLAND

Avon

Greenhill House, Timsbury, near Bath BA3 1E3.

Timsbuw 70533 (70866).

St. Michael's, Axbridge, Avon. Axbridge 358 (204).

Bedfordshire

Ampthill Park House, Ampthill MK45 2HH.

Ampthill 403247 (403173).

Buckinghamshire

Chiltern Cheshire Home, 29 North Park, Gerrards Cross

SL9 8JT. Gerrards Cross 86170 (84572).

Cheshire

The Hill, Sandbach. Sandbach 2341 (2508).

Cleveland

Marske Hall, Marske—by-the-Sea, Redcar, Cleveland

TS11 6AA. Redcar 2672.

Cornwall

St. Teresa's, Long Rock, Penzance. Marazion 710336

(710365).

Cumbria

Lake District Cheshire Horne, Holehird, Windermere.

Windermere 2500 (387).

Derbyshire

Green Gables, Wingfield Road, Alfreton DE5 7AN.

Alfreton 2422.

Devon

Cann House, Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth. Plymouth 771742

(772645).

Douglas House, Douglas Avenue, Brixham. Brixham 4787.

Dorset

The Grange, 2 Mount Road, Parkstone, Poole.

Parkstone 740188 (740272).

Durham

Murray House, St. Cuthbert's Avenue, Blackhill, Consett

DH8 0LT. Consett 4000 (2363).

Essex

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley, Colchester. Colchester 230345

(230463).

Gloucester

Cotswold Cheshire Home, Overton Road, Cheltenham

GL50 3BN. Cheltenham 52569.

Hampshire

Appley Cliff, Popham Road, Shanklin, isle of Wight.

Shanklin 2193.

Le Court, Greatham, Liss. Blackmoor 364 (229).

Hertfordshire

Hertfordshire Cheshire Home, St. John’s Road, Hitchin.

394 9DD. Hitchin 52460 (52458).

Kent

Mote House, Mote Park, Maidstone. Maidstone 37911

(38417).

St. Cecilia's, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley BR1 2P2.

01-460 8377 (7179).

Seven Springs, Pembury Road, Tunbridge Wells.

Tunbridge Wells 31138 and 33522 (20130).

Lancashire

Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littleborough.

Littleborough 78627 (78065).

Oaklands, Dimples Lane, Barnacre-with-Bounds, near

Garstang, Preston PR3 1UA. Garstang 2290 (3624).

Springwood House, Springwood Avenue, Liverpool

L25 7UW. 051 -427 7345 (5400).
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Leicestershire

Roecliffe Manor, Woodhouse Eaves, Loughborough

LE12 8TN. Woodhouse Eaves 890250.

Staunton Harold, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, LE6 5RT.

Melbourne Derby 2571 (2387).

Lincolnshire

Hovenden House, Fleet, Spalding PE12 8LP.

Holbeach 23037 (23241 ).

London

Athol House, 138 College Road, London S.E.19.

01-670 3740 (6770).

Norfolk

The Grove, East Carleton, Norwich NR14 8H R.

Mulbarton 279.

Northumberland

Matfen Hall, Matfen, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Stamfordham

212 (383).

Nottingham

Holme Lodge, Julian Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham

N62 5A0. Nottingham 869002.

Oxfordshire

Greenhill House, Twyford, Banbury. Adderbury 679 (667).

John Masefield Cheshire Home, Burcot Brook, Burcot,

Oxfordshire OX14 3DP. Oxford 340324 (340130).

South Humberside

Stonecroft House, Barnetby ND38 6YD. Barnetby 344 (699).

Staffordshire

St. Anthony's, Stourbridge Road, Wolverhampton WV4 5N0.

Wombourn 3056 (2060).

Surrey

Harts Leap Children's Home, Harts Leap Road, Sandhurst,

near Camberley. Crowthorne 2599.

Hydon Hill, Clock Barn Lane, Hydon Heath, near Godalming.

Hascombe 383.

Sussex

Heatherley, Effingham Lane, Copthorne, Crawley RH10 3H8.

Copthorne 712232 (712735).

St. Bridget's, The Street, East Preston, Littlehampton.

Rustington 3988 (70755).

Warwickshire

Greenacres, 39 Vesey Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands,

B73 5N R. 021 -354 7753 (7960).

Wiltshire

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham.

Kington Langley 235 (327).

Yorkshire

Alne Hall, Alne, York YO6 2JA. Tolterton 295.

Beechwood, Bryan Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD2 2AH.

Huddersfield 29626 (22813).

Champion House, Clara Drive, Calverley, Pudsey L828 5P0.

Bradford 612459 (613642).

Kenmore, Whitcliffe Road, Cleckheaton BD19 3DR.

Cleckheaton 2904 (2724).

Mickley Hall, Mickley Lane, Totley, Sheffield S17 4HE.

Sheffield 367936 (365709).

Spofforth Hall, Harrogate HG3 1BX. Spofforth 284 (287)

White Windows, Sowerby Bridge, Halifax HX6 1BH.

Halifax 31981 (32173).

SCOTLAND

Dumfries

Carnsalloch House, Dumfries. Dumfries 4924,

Edinburgh

Mayfield House, East Trinity Road, Edinburgh EH5 3PT.

031<552 2037 (4157).



WALES

Clwyd

Dolywern, Pontfadog, Llangollen. Glynceiriog 303.

Eithinog, Old Highway, Upper Colwyn Bay LL28 5YA.

Colwyn Bay 2404 (30047).

Dyfed

Coomb, Llangynog, Carmarthen. Llanstephan 292 (310).

Gwent

Llanhennock Cheshire Home, Llanhennock, near Caerleon

NP6 1LT. Caerleon 420045 (420676).

South Glamorgan

Danybryn, Radyr, Cardiff CF4 8XA. Radyr 842237 (842235).

HOMES FOR PSYCHIATRIC AFTER-CARE

London

Miraflores, 150~154 Worple Road, Wimbledon, S.W.20.

01946 5058.

Gaywood, 30 The Downs, Wimbledon S.W.20. 01946 9493.

Nicholas House, 3 Old Nichol Street, Bethnal Green E.2.

01—739 5165 (9298).

MENTALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

Cheshire

The Green, Christleton, near Chester. Chester 35503.

Dorset

Fairfield House, Lyme Regis. Lyme Regis 2487.

Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester.

Dorchester 3403.

Irish Homes

Ardeen, Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow, Eire.

Rathfredagh House Cheshire Home, Newcastle West,

Co. Limerick, Eire.

St Lawrence Cheshire Home, Lota Park, Cork, Eire.

St Patricks Cheshire Home, Tullow, Co. Carlow, Eire.

Cara Cheshire Home, Phoenix Park, DUBLIN 20.

The Barrett Cheshire Home, 21 Herbert Street, DUBLIN.

The O‘Dwyer Cheshire Home, Bohola, Co. Mayo.

Cheshire Homes Overseas

Secretary, 5 Market Mews, London W1Y 8HP.

Tel. 01-499 2267

Argentina

Hogares Cheshire para Lisiados Casilla de Correo 896,

BUENOS AIRES

Brazil

The Cheshire Home, Rua 7 de Abri|252,12,SAO PAULO

Canada

Belleville Cheshire Home, 246 John Street,

BELLEVILLE, Ont.

McLeod Home, 11 Lowther Avenue, TORONTO

Ashby*, Bloorview*, Clarendon*, North York*, Oshawa“,

Port Sydney *, Saskatoon* and Vancouver“:

Chile

Hogares Fundacion Cheshire de la Esperanza, Casilla 3337,

SANTIAGO

Hogares Cheshire Home, Casilla 74, CONCEPCION

Ethiopia

The Cheshire Home, PO Box 3427, ADDIS ABABA (C)

The Cheshire Clinic, PO Box 1383, ASMARA (C)

The Cheshire Home, PO Box 18, SHASHAMANE

Maka||e*

France

Dijon*

Guyana

The Cheshire Home for Spastic Children, Mahaica Hospital,

E, C. DEMARARA (C)

Hong Kong

The Cheshire Home, Chung Hom Kok, P015061,

NR. STANLEY

India

The Cheshire Home, H. A. L. Road, BANGALORE 17

The Cheshire Home, Opp. Buddhev Colony, Kareli Baug,

BARODA

Bethlehem House, Mahakali Caves Road, Andheri,

BOMBAY 69

The Cheshire Home, (Asansol) Dt. Burdwan, BURNPUR.

W. Bengal

Serampore Cheshire Home, c/o Jardine Henderson Ltd.,

4 Clive Row, CALCUTTA1

Tollygunge Cheshire Home, Tollygunge, CALCUTTA

Cheshire Home, Choolakkaparambil Road, Compara,

COCHIN 18

Cheshire Home, Sowripalayam Road, COIMBATORE.

641028

"Anbu Nilayam”, The Cheshire Home, COVELONG,

Chingleput Dt.

Govind Bhavan Cheshire Home, 16 Pritam Road, DEHRA

DUN

Rustomji P. Patel Cheshire Home, c/o Telco Ltd.,

JAMSHEDPUR

"Vishranti lllam" Cheshire Home, KATPADI Township,

Vellore 632006, N.A.Dt.

The Cheshire Home, Madar Home, MADURAI 2, S. India

The Cheshire Home, Towers Lane, Kankanady,

MANGALORE 2

The Cheshire Home, Balamore Road, NAGERCOIL 629001

Delhi Cheshire Home, c/o C~1/33 Safdarjang Dev. Area,

NEW DELHI 16

Meathmarg Cheshire Home, PO Box 10, RANCHl

Lucknow*

Cheshire Home,Thoppur 3.0. (via) MADURAl—625006. India.

Indonesia

Djarkata*

Israel

Cheshire Home for Physically Handicapped Children,

PO Box 100, BETHLEHEM

Kenya

Cheshire St. Vincent Home, PO 325, LIMURU, Nairobi

Malaysia

Cheshire Home Johore, Jalan Larkin, JOHORE BAHRU

Cheshire Home, PO Box 1267, KUCHING, Sarawak

Rumah Amal Cheshire Selangor, PO Box 2111,

KUALA LUMPUR

Mauritius

Cheshire Home, Tamarin, FLOREAL

Morocco

Foyer Koutoubia, Parvis de la Koutoubia, MARRAKECH (C)

Dar el Hanaa, 3 Place des Aloes, Marshan, TANGIER (C)

Nigeria

Cheshire Home Enugu, 1 Adelaba Street, ENUGU (C)

Oluyole Cheshire Home, PO Box 1425, IBADAN (C)

Cheshire Home Lagos, 91 Agege Road, Mushin, LAGOS

State (C)

Cheshire Home Orlu, Ubulu»Theojiofor, ORLU, E.C.S. (C)

Cheshire Home, PO Box 365, Churchill Road,

PORT HARCOURT (C)

Papua and New Guinea

The Cheshire Home, PO Box 1306, Boroko, PAPUA (CM)

The Philippines

Sinag-Tala for Men, Congressional Rd, Carmel Sub-Div.

QUEZON CITY
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Sinag-Tala for Women, Grant St. 74, G.S,I.A. Village,

Project 8, QUEZON CITY

AN Children's Home, c/o Sr. V. Baerts, PO Box 2508,

MANILA (C)

Bukang Liwayway, Anonas St. 68, Ouirino Dist,

QUEZON CITY

Kakayahan, Rd. 22, Urduja Village, Calooca Bdry,

NOVALICH ES

Pangarap Home, Paraiso St. No.31, NOVALICHES

Portugal

Lares Cheshire em Portugal, Rua Joao da Silva No. 3.

CARCAVELOS

Sierra Leone

Sir Milton Cheshire Home, PO Box 150, B0. (C)

The Cheshire Home, PO Box 916, 18 Race Course Road,

FREETOWN (C)

Singapore

Singapore Cheshire Home, Singapore Council of Social

Services Bldg. 11 Penang Lane, SINGAPORE 9

South Africa

Chatsworth Cheshire Home, PO Box 3827, DURBAN,

Natal

Queensburgh Cheshire Home, PO Box 3827, DURBAN,

Natal

Johannesburg *, Port Elizabeth*

Spain

Hogar de la Amistad Las Planas, Vallvidrera, LAS

PLANAS, Barcelona

Hogar de la Amistad de Mosnou, Avda de Navarro 68,

MOSNOU

Hogares Cheshire de Espana, Cno. de los Vinateros 127,

7° B, Moratalaz, MADRID 30

Sri Lanka

The Cheshire Home for Elders, Kiula, MATALE

Sir James 8 Lady Peiris Cheshire Home, 17 Siripala Road,

MOUNT LAVINIA

Wester Seaton Cheshire Home, 76 Main Street, NEGOMBO

40

Sudan

The Cheshire Home, PO Box 801, KHARTOUM (C)

Juba"

ThaHand

Siri-Wattana Cheshire Home, BANGPING, 25 Chitlom

Lane, Bangkok 5

Cheshire Home, RANGSIT, 25 Chitlom Lane, Bangkok 5

Uganda

Buluba Cheshire Home, PO Box 151, BULUBA, lganga

Cheshire Home for Paraplegics, PO Box 6890, KAMPALA

U.S.A.

Madison, New Jersey"

Venezuela

Casa Cheshire, Cuarta Avenida 24, Campo Alegre,

CARACAS

West Indies

Thelma Vaughan Memorial Home, The Glebe, St. George,

BARBADOS (C)

The Cheshire Home, Sauteurs, St. Patrick, GRENADA

The Cheshire Home, St. Andrews Gardens, San Fernando,

TRINIDAD

Jamaica*

Zambia

The Cheshire Home,10a Twin Palm Road, LUSAKA (C)

* Homes in preparation. (C) for disabled children.

(CM) for Mentally retarded children.


